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Future of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholarship
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communitics served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savings Bank

Tremont Consolidated School 5
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (o help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

R ST R TIRRR

To the applicant:
Respond (o the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

[. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
carcer for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College™ Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
yOur Owi.)



Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. | = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 @ 5 6 7

R R e

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1203 456 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 @ 5 6 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

Inglih it ¢ Grnse thal” Jackam s Challenging,
Aoﬂum%w—amauﬂw .

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.
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Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

Eﬁ[ have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

MI even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

I]fl have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spel on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

L1 think.
[J1am not sure.

[J My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “|.”

Choose I%pe.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

(1 worked fairly hard on this application.

[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

F_Ll | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
K My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

Eﬂ | have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

| have a fun and engaging first sentence.

Dfl have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

I have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
ﬁ_"l | have written about my aspirations for my future.
{1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
| have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
eﬁplained why | think they would be good for me.
| have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Gt:ade 5

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

K1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.
[ 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

I have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

Efi have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

Eﬂl have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[ have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student “QUJC-'Q?J_L' oL Wath Y) #

Teacher %UWL“WW




o N E D oz E N Tl ps FOR WRITING A GREAT ASPIRATIONS

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY
From Bob Stuart (The same advice I give to high school seniors applying to college.)
bstuart@mainecollegecircle.org

1 . EFFORT is what matters most. You don’t have to be smart to make an extra effort. Making

an extra EFFORT to research your college and career options, and to write an essay you are
proud of , will greatly improve your chances of earning a scholarship.

2. Be sure to complete ALL parts of your essay. Identify a college or colleges of interest and
courses, when required. Assess your effort on page 2. Make sure your teacher does that too.
Make sure a parent or guardian or another adult who knows you well writes some comments
about you. Make sure you have done whatever interview is required. These can be in-person
interviews or online interviews or an interview you found on the internet. In-person interviews
are usually best, but they may be hard to set up. If you need help with this, ask your teacher. You
can find interviews by clicking on “Connections” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

3. Spell College correctly. Spell all words right. If you spell some words wrong in your essay,

especially college, you are probably toast! Very good grammar and punctuation are very smart.
This will all show extra EFFORT. Proof your work. Proof it again. Get others to proof it. If you
spel allot of werds rong, it does’nt luck two good.

4. Including additional schoolwork or other information that supports your message is always a

good idea. It shows extra EFFORT. Doing a little more than is asked of you will always serve
you well.

5. Don’t be boring! Make your essay FUN to read. Have fun writing it. DIFFERENT is good!
Don't worry about being the only student to write an essay about a certain interest. Be
courageous. I know that when scholarship committees read a lot of essays from one class and
they all start with the same sentence and they follow the same format the scholarship committee
usually isn’t happy. The boy who wrote an essay about his true desire to save dugongs won a
scholarship.

6. Small DETAILS make a bi g difference. They often demonstrate that you know what you are
writing about. If you wanted to become an automotive mechanic, you could mention 20 parts of a
car that you know. If you wanted to become the next Taylor Swift and you listed your ten favorite
songs by her, those small details might make the scholarship committee want to give you a
scholarship so much that they just wouldn’t be able to Shake It Off.

7 . There is no need to be fancy or use big words. True, honest, heartfelt, and YOU is better than
any fancy word or idea. Simplicity and clarity can work very well.

8. A GREAT FIRST SENTENCE is a great idea — something fun, something that engages the
reader right from the start, something that makes the reader want to read the essay. But, make sure
the first sentence actually connects to the rest of the essay. The reader should want to get more
information from the rest of the essay to clarify the first, fun, short, engaging sentence. You may
need to spend a lot of time and EFFORT just on the first sentence. “Freeze!” might be a good
first sentence for an essay by someone who wants to become a policeman or a detective, or maybe
a refrigerator repairman.

9. The LAST SENTENCE should lead the reader off the page, beyond the essay, and into the

future. The last sentence should remind the reader of what he or she just read and then help the
reader see how you will have a positive impact on the future. The last sentence really matters
because it is the last thing the reader is likely to remember. You want to end on a high note and




headed uphill and into the future. You may need to spend a lot of time and EFFORT just on the
last sentence.

1 0. Unless you have a very cool name, DON’T begin your essay telling us your name and what
grade and school you are in. We already know that, and it is a kind of boring start. (See #8.)

11.weare hoping to hear your VOICE. Scholarship committees spend a lot of time talking
about VOICE. They can hear your VOICE when you tell stories about yourself and you share
how you personally feel about something and you use your own language. Your writing style can
be much closer to how you would talk with your friends than a dictionary or a thesaurus or how
your parents might talk or what you might read in some fancy magazine.

12. Except for a few of you who are aspiring rappers, most of you have a last name. If you just
put your first name and not your last name at the top of your application and your essay isn’t

about becoming a rapper, we think you didn’t try very hard and you didn’t care much. We care
about EFFORT.



Aspirations Scholarship Essay
Jackson Wathne

| would like to be a basketball player when | grow up. To be a
basketball player, a person needs to stay in shape, be committed and have
to be very skilled. Three reasons why | want to be a basketball player is
because | love the game of basketball, | would love the opportunity to
travel, and | would love the income. | love basketball because | love having
hands on at all times and cheering for my teammates.

The first course, physical education, teaches people how to work
together (team sports), would help me get stronger at keeping myself
healthy and stay in shape. The second course, College Prep Body
Systems, would help me get stronger at knowing the human body and how
muscles work. The third course, Anatomy, would help me know where
muscles are and how they work.

The colleges that offer a degree in communication are Purdue
University, Syracuse University and Boston University. | read an interview
with Tyrese Haliburton and he said that you have to have strong reading
comprehension because you have to “digest” a 50 page playbook every

season and as a leader you have to talk to your teammates every play. As



2
Tyrese says “To be a pro, you've got to be a pro in all areas.” In the heat of

the game you only have a few seconds to talk to your teammates. Having a
strong “basketball vocabulary” allows you to communicate complex ideas in
just one or two words. | also read a schedule about the work day which
started at 6:30-7:00 wake up and hydrate, 7:00-8:30 reading and film
study, 8:30-2:30 school / classes, 3:00-5:30 team practice and weights,
6:00-7:30 dinner and recovery, 8:00-9:30 homework and writing, 10:00
sleep/light out.

In conclusion, | would like to be a basketball player because | would
love the opportunity to travel. | would love the income, have to run a tight

schedule, and have to be training every day.

Favorite Number in 25 Words

My favorite number is 14 because when | started playing basketball | chose

14 because it is my birth year. My birth year is 2014.
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *“12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources™ at www.mainecollegecircle org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School . ; i i
F é al Bank aine Coll ]
Mount Desert Elementary School N;;s;hrfa‘;llg:viiltg:r:ﬂi\ank Maine College Circle

Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (0 help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.
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To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
carcer for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers mi ght fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and carcer aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identi fy five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide alink to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
YOUr OWi.)
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ture of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 @5@ 7

Effort on this application: 1 2 @ 4 5

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 @
2 3 4 6

Effort on this application: 1 5

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and arttached to the application.
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To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

Eé have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

@/I even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

il have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

| think.
[J1 am not sure.

My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose ge.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

El] | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
[J My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

E{l have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

E‘I have a fun and engaging first sentence.

dl have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something

a;/out my interest.
| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[I1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
01 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me,

[ 1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[ 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
L1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

rade 6
% | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

| have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student A}lekiﬁ R D mhé

Teacher Cgﬂ“ﬁu« "H[UWLW\QK




ON E _D OZ E N TI ps FOR WRITING A GREAT ASPIRATIONS

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY
From Bob Stuart (The same advice I give to high school seniors applying to college.)

N
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bstuart@mainecollegecircle.org

1 . EFFORT is what matters most. You don’t have to be smart to make an extra effort. Making

an extra EFFORT to research your college and career options, and to write an essay you are
proud of, will greatly improve your chances of earning a scholarship.

2. Be sure to complete ALL parts of your essay. Identify a college or colleges of interest and
courses, when required. Assess your effort on page 2. Make sure your teacher does that too.
Make sure a parent or guardian or another adult who knows you well writes some comments
about you. Make sure you have done whatever interview is required. These can be in-person
interviews or online interviews or an interview you found on the internet. In-person interviews
are usually best, but they may be hard to set up. If you need help with this, ask your teacher. You
can find interviews by clicking on “Connections” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

3. Spell College correctly. Spell all words right. If you spell some words wrong in your essay,

especially college, you are probably toast! Very good grammar and punctuation are very smart.
This will all show extra EFFORT. Proof your work. Proof it again. Get others to proof it. If you
spel allot of werds rong, it does’nt luck two good.

4. Including additional schoolwork or other information that supports your message is always a

good idea. It shows extra EFFORT. Doing a little more than is asked of you will always serve
you well.

5. Don't be boring! Make your essay FUN to read. Have fun writing it. DIFFERENT is good!
Don't worry about being the only student to write an essay about a certain interest. Be
courageous. I know that when scholarship committees read a lot of essays from one class and
they all start with the same sentence and they follow the same format the scholarship committee
usually isn’t happy. The boy who wrote an essay about his true desire to save dugongs won a
scholarship.

6. small DETAILS make a big difference. They often demonstrate that you know what you are
writing about. If you wanted to become an automotive mechanic, you could mention 20 parts of a
car that you know. If you wanted to become the next Taylor Swift and you listed your ten favorite
songs by her, those small details might make the scholarship committee want to give you a
scholarship so much that they just wouldn’t be able to Shake It Off.

7 . There is no need to be fancy or use big words. True, honest, heartfelt, and YOU is better than
any fancy word or idea. Simplicity and clarity can work very well.

8. A GREAT FIRST SENTENCE is a great idea — something fun, something that engages the
reader right from the start, something that makes the reader want to read the essay. But, make sure
the first sentence actually connects to the rest of the essay. The reader should want to get more
information from the rest of the essay to clarify the first, fun, short, engaging sentence. You may
need to spend a lot of time and EFFORT just on the first sentence. “Freeze!” might be a good
first sentence for an essay by someone who wants to become a policeman or a detective, or maybe
a refrigerator repairman,

9. The LAST SENTENCE should lead the reader off the page, beyond the essay, and into the
future. The last sentence should remind the reader of what he or she just read and then help the
reader see how you will have a positive impact on the future. The last sentence really matters
because it is the last thing the reader is likely to remember. You want to end on a high note and



headed uphill and into the future. You may need to spend a lot of time and EFFORT just on the
last sentence.

10. Unless you have a very cool name, DON'T begin your essay telling us your name and what
grade and school you are in. We already know that, and it is a kind of boring start. (See #8.)

11.weare hoping to hear your VOICE. Scholarship committees spend a lot of time talking
about VOICE. They can hear your VOICE when you tell stories about yourself and you share
how you personally feel about something and you use your own language. Your writing style can
be much closer to how you would talk with your friends than a dictionary or a thesaurus or how
your parents might talk or what you might read in some fancy magazine.

12. Except for a few of you who are aspiring rappers, most of you have a last name. If you just
put your first name and not your last name at the top of your application and your essay isn’t

about becoming a rapper, we think you didn’t try very hard and you didn’t care much. We care
about EFFORT.



Career Aspirations Essay
Alexis Rose Gibbs

Did you know that if we did not have enough vets all of our animals
would get sick and we would not have animals anymore? | would like to be
a veterinarian because | like the kinds of things that veterinarians do for
their job. Firstly, they help animals stay healthy. They also spend time
teaching pet owners how to care for their pets. Finally, they need to spend
time keeping up with the latest research on animal science to be the best in
their field. Personally, | just love animals and want to have them in my life
every day when | get to work. | want to learn more about all the animals
that vets work with day after day. One of my favorite things to see are
happy pets with loving owners, and this is why | would like to become a
veterinarian when | grow up.

Being a vet involves being around animals at work every day. Since
way back, | have always loved the animals in my family. | have two cats
and three dogs that | love and take care of even though they can be really
hard to take care of. Every day when | get home they greet me with their
jumps and their kisses. | play with them by throwing a ball or one of their

favorite dog toys because | know that exercise for dogs and any animal is
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good for their health and their body. My grandmother and grandfather have

a dog, named Romeo, that | think of as my own. Every morning when |
wake up to go to the bus stop, he is outside with my grandfather waiting to
say goodbye to me. When | get home, | always see my grandmother
outside with my brother and Romeo. My brother also loves animals.
Whenever we go over to my grandparent’s house, Colton plays and
snuggles with Romeo.

| love to learn about animals, but especially dogs. Every year | watch
the dog shows with my mom on Thanksgiving. It has become a tradition at
this point because it does not matter where we are or what we are doing
we will never miss a dogshow! One of the reasons | love dog shows is
because | love learning about the breeds of the dogs and the specialized
roles they play in their owner’s lives.

Since | already love animals and am very interested in learning about
them and taking care of them, | believe | would make a great veterinarian.
To become a veterinarian | would need to go to college and specialize in
veterinary science. Courses that are required are ones like Biology,
Chemistry (general and AP/IB if possible), Physics, and Advanced

Mathematics (Algebra Il, Pre-Calculus, or Calculus), just to name a few.



These all would help me with my career goal. The colleges that provide a

degree in veterinarian science are UC Davis, Cornell, Colorado State, North
Carolina State, and Texas A&M to help me become a veterinarian.

In my interview with a veterinarian, Dr. Aris, she explained that the
hardest part of being a vet is that you know how to help the animal but the
treatment is too expensive for the owner. Or sometimes, the animal is too
sick and they have to say goodbye to their animal. Also she said that if you
want to be a vet and you get low grades, then you should read about
animals but also work hard on science class. And the last thing that she
said was “You have to love people just as much as animals because every
cat comes with a human.”

In conclusion | think | would be a good vet because | love and care for
animals and still want to learn more about them. Also, | will help the

population of veterinarian so we have enough to help animals.

Favorite Number
My favorite number is 21. 21 has always been my lucky number because

my birthday is on the 21st and | will always choose 21.
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under

“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.
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All applications must be received by March 13, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.
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To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, what s your favorite number and why?

2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College™ Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college™ or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college™ student

about their pathway through college™® and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.
Grade 6: Your College™ Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college™ or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or

analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you leamed from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up

your own.)



Future of Eastern Ma

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess yourlevel of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort 1s minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 =Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one manber in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 6@7

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 =Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school:
Effort on this application: 1

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

R e S R
To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Genevieve Burke

Teacher Comment:

Genevieve is a nice blend of thoughtful and outgoing. A career that allows her to be
both social and independent is a good fit. Genevieve puts a lot into her everyday
activities at school. I'm sure she would put great effort into a career that involves
interacting with others while further developing her creative self.

Parent Comment:

Genevieve has long found comfort, confidence, and peace in making art and it is wonderful to have
her envision a career path where she may be able to share that with others. With her own health and
mental health challenges, Genevieve has worked hard to develop healthy "tools in the tool box" that
allow her to navigate the ups and downs of life. | am so proud of her for wanting to teach others how
to lean into a creative practice to thrive and | see this aspiration helping her to also continue building
her own resilience.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

E{I have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

E | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

Eﬁ have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spellliin{g on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

L1 think.
(11 am not sure.

E(My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose l%?}e.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
J 1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J 1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

EJ | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
E(My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

E{I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

E(I have a fun and engaging first sentence.

E(I have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

Eﬁl have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

LI have written about my aspirations for my future.

11 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

L1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why I think they would be good for me.

L1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

11 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[11 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
E’fl have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

Eﬁ have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
I have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student %W@ W

I "
Teacher Q'{Q/\.A/U Q_G.agf}éu L2

U



Drawing my Dreams

By: Genevieve Burke

Three is my favorite number. I love how the flow of the number is like
butterfly wings in a drawing. Three is an amazing number.

I've always loved doing art. I could do it all day long. Over the years, when I
feel stressed out or not in a good mood, art has always been there. I still do art
when I feel sad, mad, or I am worrying. I recognize how much creating art helps my
mood, and I want this feeling to help other people through tough times, too. One of
my biggest dreams is to help people be happier in life. The feeling of doing this has
always been somewhere. That feeling inside can help guide me towards being an Art
Therapist.

When I was little and had free time, I would always be doing art, whether it
was drawing, painting, coloring, or sometimes working with clay. I made so much art
that my mom had to make a really big scrapbook that we still have in my parents’
room. Every now and then, I go downstairs to look at my scrap book and see how
much I've done throughout the school years. Looking through my art memories
inspires me to create art and do what makes me happy. My parents got this
ocean-themed watercolor book this Christmas, with paintings that are very
relaxing to do, so when I feel stressed or anxious, I paint to calm my nerves. These
are just a few of the ways that art soothes me, and I want to share this effect of
art with others.

I want o be an Art Therapist because I've always wanted to help people
feel happier in life. I could even start my own little business! To get ready for this
career, I could take art classes in high school, like painting and drawing. In the
future, I could volunteer at The Counseling Collaborative in Bar Harbor and Art
Waves in Bar Harbor, so I can start to understand how to be in groups while doing
fun art projects and playing with kids at the same time! These are some things I
could do now to get ready for this career.



I have been looking at the University of Connecticut for a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree. I think I would like this college because it's really big and I could
make lots of new friends along my college journey! Another reason why I think I
would like to go to the University of Connecticut is because they have lots of
classes that I could take. Some examples of the classes are: Ceramics, Drawing,
Painting, Photography, and Psychology courses. What you do in psychology is you
learn how the human brain works through behavior. Another class I will be taking is
Ceramics. Ceramics is a pottery class, where you get to use a pottery wheel, paint,
and decorate your creations. A program in art therapy is blending behavioral
science with creative expression. All of these classes sound really fun to do and
will also help me learn on my journey to becoming an Art Therapist.

I interviewed my local Art Therapist, Dawn Nuding. What she most enjoys is
making kids happy. "I love interacting with art every day, and I love spending time
supporting kids to be their best selves.” Dawn started college studying art at Pratt
Institute. Her major was sculpture. She loved it so much, but in Dawn's senior
year, she realized that she didn't want making art to be her career. Dawn spent
years after college realizing she didn't know what to do for a career. She had been
volunteering at the Domestic Violence shelter, making art with kids, so she soon
realized she had found the perfect career for her: Art Therapy. I think my career
is a great fit for me. Interviewing Dawn has made me even more excited about it.

In conclusion, I think being an art therapist is a really fun and rewarding
career. The University of Connecticut will be a great fit for me in becoming an art
therapist. Writing this essay made me realize how much I want to be an art
therapist. I have had an amazing time writing this essay. I had a lot of fun learning
about all the colleges that I could go to. Thank you so much for reading my essay.

"Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life."- Pablo Picasso
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under

“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

SChUOli:E Aspirations Partners:
Conners Emerson School First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savings Bank
T t Consolidated School
s s Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 13, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.
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To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
~ 1. Inexactly 25 words, whatis your favorite number and why?

2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College™ Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college™ or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college™ student

about their pathway through college® and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College™ Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college™® or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you leamed from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up

your own.)
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Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
wotk shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

7

Effort in school: 1 (23 4 5 6
1 2 3 5 6 7

Effort on this application: ()
e ————

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 =Low. 7= Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 5 6 7
Effort on this application: 123 4(D6 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high sclool.



Luke Lessard

Teacher Comment:

Luke is always on the move. Therefore, a job that requires movement and creative
energy is perfect for him. [ believe that working with his hands and body would be a
natural fit, and he would bring a lot to a career that requires this attention to detail.
When Luke is engaged in learning, he is spot on.

Parent Comment: .

Luke is a very active kid. He has a range of interests, but his predominant one at this moment is
biking. | own a bike rental business, so Luke has found enjoyment in using the equipment to gain a
level of freedom that most twelve-year-olds want. In reading his essay, | appreciated that Luke
looked beyond the small scope of solely Redbull Racing to what else he could achieve that would get
him close to his passion. | think that his experience in my bike shop, combined with his active
personality, would make him a great fit for a future in power sports.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

|ﬁ| have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

/
M | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

1711 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
[J1 am quite sure.

1 think.
| am not sure.

[¥] My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “l.”

Choose one.
[J1am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[ | worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

Efl have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
Ei My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

Bﬁ I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

EJ!] | have a fun and engaging first sentence.

1 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

Efl have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

(11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.
[J 1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

Eﬂ have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

(1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
ﬁ have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student C]/L/\ l (-'--(R Ct %/ Sca Vv

Teacher » A V Ca AN
Py IIJ,'
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RED BULL GIVES YOU WINGS
By Luke Lessard

My favorite number is 7. 7 gives me a lot of luck. | like the way it goes with
almost everything inside of my head.

Over the past few years, I've been obsessed with bikes of all kinds: Ebikes,
motorcycles, dirt bikes, just normal bikes. | like to go fast and do tricks
because it gives me a lot of adrenaline. The adrenaline makes me feel
invincible. | think this trait is well-suited for a career in Red Bull racing and
stunts.

Once, when the road was still icy, | decided to go on a bike ride. | rode my bike
up the hill from my house to the Stanley Brook Road. | wanted to fly down at
top speed for fun. So | started off on the road, going like 20 mph. There was a
couple walking like 100 feet in front of me, so | slowed down to like 12 mph,
and there was this ice patch. | slowed down even more. But when | hit the ice
patch, the handlebars went crazy. | tried to hold them still, but my bike went
sideways, and | slid out and fell. It hurt, but | was fine. | was just surprised that
the couple didn't ask if | was ok, because they were right next to me. | got up,
brushed myself off, and rode back home. This is one of my many bike rides
over the years.

| want to be a Red Bull racer because it would be fun going against everyone
and being famous. Since there are no colleges that specialize in biking, | could
do small engine repair, so | could work on my dirt bike. To get ready for this
career, | will ride almost every day and work on my bikes. | can volunteer at
some summer camps and help teach kids how to ride bikes. In high school, |
could also take classes at Hancock County Technical Center, such as
Automotive Technology, Diesel Technology, and Welding Technology. These
are some ways | can get ready for being on the Red Bull team and becoming
a small engine technician.

I would like to go to Washington County Community College in Calais, Maine.
Washington County Community College is a small school close to Canada. The
reasons | want to go there are that my brother went there to be a mechanic,



they have a good small Engine Repair program, and the school is right next to
Canada, and Canada’s food is good. Some classes | would take are Small
Engine Repair, Welding, and Automotive Technology. Small Engine Repair
would teach me how to properly work on small engines. Some harder courses
| can take are Diesel & Automotive Engine Overhaul and Mechanical
Technology. The Diesel and Automotive Engine Overhaul program will
prepare me for employment in engine repair. Diesel and Automotive Engine
Overhaul covers technigues of disassembly, inspection, reassembly, and
troubleshooting. Once | take all of these classes, | will be a certified
small-engine technician. This is why Washington County Community College
is a good fit for my career in Red Bull racing/stunts.

| interviewed my brother, Evan Beals, who is a certified small engine
repairman. He said that some of the most challenging things about this
career are people who don't know what they're doing and how you have to
pay attention to every little detail and piece of the engine. Evan said that one
of the most rewarding things about this job is when you finish, it feels super
good, and then you get to try it to see if it works. | learned from this interview
that this job is really rewarding and requires attention to detail. Evan
recommended that | start to work on small engines as soon as possible. |
learned a lot from interviewing my brother, and I'm excited to ask him more
about this career.

In conclusion, | want to be a Red Bull racer because | could be with bikes all
the time. | believe that Red Bull would be a good fit for me because | love
bikes and meeting people. Having these two things come together would be
my dream for my life. If | win the scholarship, | would spend it on some tools |
would need for my college classes. Thank you for reading and considering my
application.
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under

“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

gchools: ] Aspirations Partners:

onners Emerson School First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savines Bank
T t Consolidated School 2

SCTION LONA0 Haated. ©an00 Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
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All applications must be received by March 13, 2026, ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.
e L T P
. TR AR R AT R R B T R T TR RS PR R S R T W TR TR
To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.

Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, what s your favonte number and why?

2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interviesv.

Grade 4: Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College™ Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college™ or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College™ Pathway and Beyond. Wrile about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college™ or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you leamed from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up

YOLUL OWIL.)



Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highestlevel of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 @ 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 8 17
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To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

calegory.
Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 516) 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

ChecKklisis are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and nuust be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

IR S e S R
To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Kaylee Phippen

Teacher Comment:

Kaylee has a natural curiosity about the world around her. She is also a very eager
learner in all of her academic subjects. She is driven to learn as much as she can
about as many topics as possible. It is a pleasure to have her in class. | do not doubt
that she will be successful in any career path she chooses, but a career that brings
her into nature and allows her to actively help protect it is a perfect fit.

Parent Comment:

Kaylee has always been interested in wildlife, she spends a lot of time in the woods working on
family timberland, remote agricultural parcels, marine and intertidal settings and a diverse mix of
other natural environments. Experiences from spending time in these locations include hunting and
fishing , lessons on proper conduct while engaging in these activities, some emergency and survival
education, land and sea navigational safety practice and constant reinforcement of healthy and
ethical decision-making. She has the background and resources to excel in this field, she may find
that a focus in biology is more enjoyable over the criminal justice weighted career of a warden. She
will have time to make that decision and has outlined a path in her essay that will allow for the
required experience in this decision making.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

/

| have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

/
[/]1 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

11 think.
11 am not sure.

Iﬂi My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose E?e.
I am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.

[J 1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

[
Eﬁl have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
Fﬂ My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

ﬁl have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

i,
| have a fun and engaging first sentence.

[J1 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

[il have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

L1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

11 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

L1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

LJ1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

LJ1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

(11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
L1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
E’ﬁ have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

| have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student __ "\duafge A/ {! BAY)

Teacher ;K,,Q /U




Protecting My World

By Kaylee Phippen

If I had to pick a favorite number, it would be 25 because it's multiples of 5 and 5,
and my birthday is the fifth.

I've always enjoyed being in the woods. I love the cool autumn breeze that
rustles the leaves and blows them down, making a wave of reds, oranges,
yellows, and browns. I enjoy seeing all the animals: the foxes, the partridges,
and most of all the white-tailed deer. When walking on trails around the coast, I
love the salty sea breeze and watching the wildlife that lives along the woods
and shores or fishing in the lakes and ocean. Being a Game Warden would be a
lot of fun. I can work locally, help keep the wildlife safe, observe the animals in
their natural habitat, and maybe even teach others about the animals and their
homes. This is why I think being a game warden is right for me.

Once when I was 11, I had bugged my grampie to take me hunting all day, and
finally he said, “Go find your orange.” I was so happy I was practically bouncing
off the walls. We started walking, and all of a sudden, we saw a flash of white and
knew it was a white-tailed deer. The deer saw us before we saw him, so he
booked it. We walked for three more minutes and finally got to the tree stand.
After about thirty minutes, we decided to go back because our hands were
getting cold. But I wasn't disappointed because secretly I didn't want to kill a
deer. I wanted to watch it. That was good enough. We ended the day with some
target practice. On the first try, I knocked the target off the tree. It was very cold,
so we didn't practice long. As we talked about the day, Grampie said the reason
we didn’t see any deer was because I was stomping too loudly and scared the
deer away (which is true; I am not very quiet in the woods). This was not the
first time that I had gone hunting with my grampie, nor the last. I always enjoy
the time that is spent in the woods or tree stands learning from him. And being
a game warden would mean I still get to spend time in the woods, not in a
sweaty office building.



To prepare for this career now, I can study animal behaviors and tracks. I could
also take hunter safety courses and boat safety, and learn about environmental
laws and the reasons we have them. I can learn more about fish and wildlife. In
high school, I can be a volunteer park ranger to enhance my knowledge of the
national parks and learn some of the ropes. I can take advanced swimming and
learn CPR, in case I'm on a lake and someone's in need of help. I can work on all
these skills to prepare myself to be a game warden.

One of the colleges that has a great game warden program is Husson University
in Bangor, Maine. Husson has 3,100 to 3,500 students overall, and it’s in an
urban setting. So being in a small city can give me things to do, like hanging out
with friends. At Husson, some of the courses I can take are: Intro to
Conservation Law, Physical/Mental Health for Law Enforcement, Wildlife
Environmental Law, Wildlife Tracking, and Conservation Law Investigation.
Introduction to Environmental Law focuses on protecting wildlife, the
environment, and natural resources. This class combines science and legal
studies. This covers wildlife trafficking, criminalistics, and ecology. The study of
Conservation Law Investigation focuses on the practical skills required for field
enforcement, which include Outdoor Crime Scene Processing, Case Preparation,
and more. And this all falls under the Bachelor's degree of Science in
Conservation Law. These are the classes I would take at Husson University in
Bangor, Maine, in order to become a game warden.

To learn more about this profession, I interviewed game warden Matthew
Tenant, a four year game warden. He said that it's the best job ever. He said that
if you are applying at 20, you have to go to college. But if you are 21, you do not
have to have college Experience. Even after you apply, you still have to go to the
criminal academy, warden school, and then field training. He also told me that,
like the police and the military, there are different levels of game wardens. The
levels are: Game Warden Cadet/Trainee, Game Warden (Field Officer), Corporal,
Sergeant, Lieutenant, Captain, and Major/Colonel. I asked Matthew if he had any
advice for someone looking to pursue this career. He said, “Stay out of trouble”

and “ Be open.” I think by this statement, he meant for me to try new things, and
I will try to be more open.



Being a game warden would mean a lot to me because I can protect my natural
environment. This means protecting the animals and nature. I think being a
game warden would be the right fit for me because, like my mom always says, I
have a free spirit and a restless heart. I appreciate that you took time out of your
day to consider this essay. Thank you.

'One nice thing absut being a game warden was that every season brought a
different thing.” — Retired Warden Milligan



Future of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholarship

15,6

Name: j‘m me&m i't]‘[ \\'lel"-! Today’s dalﬁM
Mailing Address:_\>¢) 0% U8
Your city/town: KP/(}\,\ (e, Zip Code: OALT

Parent(s) or guardian’s namﬂﬂ? Cor\g ler l h [lﬂ\l
What school do you attend? \ ff,(‘f\-bﬁ\- What grade are you in? (9_
Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? N\..S : D (A ;nb (A,S Cov
M 3

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School . . o T :
2 st Ne aine College I
Mount Desert Elementary School Era‘:h?a‘;llé};\?ilnzzrg{ank Maine College Circle

Tremont Consolidated School -
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be reccived by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (o help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

I. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview 2 past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that intervicw,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.j



Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7=Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 @
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 6 {7
[Famaeee e e e s e
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To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

L]

Effort in school: 1 2 4 5
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 7 AW .{,‘
Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

Diwse  see  whtrcdod .

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

p‘,bu—c See aAtachL.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Jamgan gille

Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

M | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

- | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

S — ; ;
Briiave written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
& am quite sure.
C11 think.
1 am not sure.

B My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
BB am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

B | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
[J My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

[J1 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

@ have a fun and engaging first sentence. @

| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something'f?'
about my interest.

»' | have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the /ﬁ’
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[ 1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

U1 have explained /yvhy | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud:”
[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[ 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[ 1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[J1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[ 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[11 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

B | have written about my @@io_n? for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

B have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

B | have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
B | have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student /2 /M
= e

Teacher -~




Future of Maine College Aspirations Scholarship
School: Tremont Consolidated School, Tremont, Maine
Student: Jameson Gilley

Teacher: Elizabeth Holbrook-Rabasca, Middle School ELA

Teacher Comments:

Until this year, Jameson struggled with attention, organization, and follow through. He is an intelligent
student, but his biology and mindset often prevented him from reaching his full potential. But that is no
more. He takes ownership of his learning, demonstrating that while his biology may have set the initial

parameters, his work ethic and entrepreneurial drive now define his results.

Parent Comments:
Jameson is goal oriented and driven when it comes to his future. Over the last year, he has worked
extremely hard to improve every aspect of his life to benefit his future. He has shown us determination,

perseverance, maturity, and clear commitment for his future success.



1. In exactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
My favorite number is 22 because January 22nd is my birthday. Also, my school basketball

jersey number is 11 and 11 is 22 two times.



Passion to Profit

I want to be an entrepreneur when I grow up. An entrepreneur is someone who creates, owns,
and grows their business. I have always thought like an entrepreneur. I would buy and sell

anything that I could.

When I was 5 or 6, I would go on my dad's boat and get lobsters and sell them to the guys who
sold the lobsters. I would always ask how they did it and if I could help them with selling them
(it was too much for my 6-year old brain). Also, when I was 5 or 6, I would sell lemonade with

my dad and mom at the end of their road and make some money.

I would sell Pokémon cards on Facebook Marketplace with my mom and made about $100 from
them when I was around the age of 7 or 8. Recently, my dad and I have been putting money into

stocks. I don't know if we have lost any money or gained any, but let's hope I gained money.

Last summer, my friends and I went to every house in the neighborhood and asked if we could
do any work for money. At 12 years old, I have a lot of money, and I'm planning to put it toward

my job.

My latest idea is to go to golf courses, collect golf balls from ponds, repackage them, and sell
them, but that's not for a long time. If I work hard and pursue this job, I want to start buying
hotels. My aspiration is to become an entrepreneur in the fishing industry, where I can make

money to start owning hotels.

Currently, I am working on making as much money as possible by doing jobs such as lobstering,

power washing cars, running lemonade stands, and clearing mud off people’s driveways. I'm



planning to do this this summer. I am hoping I can make over $10.000 fishing and over $4,000

with the other jobs combined.

['m planning to do this every summer until I go into high school. Then, I will start selling golf

balls in high school because I will have a car. so I can drive myself around.

You don't need a college education to be an entrepreneur, but you need a strategy because if you
spend all your money on one product, you won't have any money for the next one for a while.

You also need patience and the ability to learn through trial and error.

However, | would like to go to college. I would like to attend Denver University (DU). Denver
University specializes in entrepreneurship and business. It costs about $60,000 to attend, and it
has a 71% to 78% acceptance rate. Over 18,000 to 19,000 students apply each year, and the
weighted GPA to get in is 3.79. That's a really hard grade to get, but I know I can do this because

I will continue to work hard in middle school and high school.

[ want to major in Business Administration (BSBA) in Hospitality Management with a
concentration Lodging Real Estate. The five courses I will have to take are: Hospitality
Investments, Lodging Valuation Principles, Hotel Development & Feasibility, Real Estate

Finance, and Hospitality Environmental Sustainability. All these classes specialize in business.

[ interviewed my Aunt, Lori Seavey. She is an entrepreneur. She owns Acadia Fuel in Ellsworth.

I asked her 6 questions.

The first one was: How did you get started in your current career? She said that her husband

worked for another fuel company and then they wanted to own their own business, so she started



buying fuel trucks with her husband. She got her first truck in New Hampshire. Her husband

drove the trucks and she worked at the office/keeping.

The second question was:Was this career what you always wanted to do? She said, yes and no,
she always wanted to own a business but not a fuel company. She didn't always know what

company she wanted to own but she went towards the fuel company path.

The third question was: What kind of education or training did you need for your career?

She said her husband needed a state license for two different trucks, fuel.and propane. And she
went to USM college. She didn't get a degree for business. For her classes she did accounting
and she went to college for 4 years.Her husband needed to take safety classes and he had to learn

how to safely drive the fuel and propane trucks.

The fourth question was: Do you enjoy your work? What is your greatest accomplishment? She
said she does enjoy it. She said, “the best part about being the owner of the company is helping
people out and keeping people warm." Her greatest accomplishment was growing the company

just from one truck and a little work space and grew into a big company.

The fifth question was: What does a typical day in your career look like? She said in the morning
she goes to the post office for all her mail, and then she goes to her bank and makes a deposit.
Then she goes to her office and talks to her customers and vendors.Then she enters a lot of
things with her computer such as she pay her bills,and enters data into the computer to do the

tickets and the tickets are for the drivers so they know where to deliver.



The sixth and final question was: What advice can you give someone looking to pursue this
career? She said, “Work hard and put in all your effort and always pay your bills so your credit
score is good.” and put a lot of knowledge into business and know everything about your

business before you start it.

Being an entrepreneur is not only a job for me, it's a goal that I am determined to achieve. |
understand that it's not going to be easy, but I will work hard and put in all my effort. It's a
high-risk job—entrepreneurs can become very successful and make millions of dollars, or they
can fail and lose all the money they put into the product. I don’t expect to succeed on the first try.

[ expect it to be challenging, but if you keep trying, you can achieve your goal.

In the end, entrepreneurship will allow me to turn my ideas into reality.
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Future of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholarship.

Name:A \‘)l Q! \ z l [’\Urkou Today’s date 2/6[26
— L) S
Mailing Address: _ D OX

Your city/town: 60‘ 6 5 ‘\—\ O~ (_b of Zip Code: ( 1 L! (0 53
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? Trl C.‘\ . ONN ar D Mie Thuf]o\)d
What school do you attend? T (e m QN 4" What grade are you in?

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? {\/\ 5 . [N ID O~ S C O~
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org,

Schools:

Conners Emerson School

Mount Desert Elementary School
Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

Aspirations Partners:

First National Bank Maine College Circle
Machias Savings Bank

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

All applications must be received by March 27, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (0 help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Commitice and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders,

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher,

I. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great carcer for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this carcer? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and carcer aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and (o college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college™ student
about their pathway through college* and 10 a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)



Fulure of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. | = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

5 6

Effort in school: 1 4
4 5 6

2 3
Effort on this application: 1 2 3

s

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 A1

Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 6 ++4

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

'plfm""' $ee &L-Hucu!-!

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

(Pl"'““’ St Adtacked.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Abby Tha( low

Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

Eﬁ have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

Ij | even spelled my teacher’'s name correctly.

Eﬁ have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelli@n'g on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

L1 think.
1 am not sure.

lﬁMy grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose E’?e.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J 1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because ___

|Zfl have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
B{My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

E/I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

IZ{I have a fun and engaging first sentence.

dl have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

E/I have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



close to home, affordable, and it has the best teaching program in Maine. In college, I will need a
4 year bachelor's degree. I will also need to have supervised student teaching, completion of a
state-approved teacher preparation program and passing certification exams. Some classes I will
take will include Becoming a Teacher. In this class I will learn about how education plays a role
in today’s society. And what it means to be in education. In addition I will take Science Methods
for Elementary Education. This course will focus on how to teach science. I will learn
strategies, activities, and assessments for the elementary science classroom. I will also learn
STEM education.

Some other classes will be: Teaching Reading and Language Arts in the Elementary School,
Student Teaching, Mathematics Methods for Elementary Education, as well as Social

Studies Methods and Global Perspectives in Elementary Education.

I interviewed the 4th grade teacher at my school, Ms. Diaz, and I learned sometimes you can be
teaching and not even know it. That is why teaching is so important. I also might want to be a
principal someday. so I interviewed my principal, Mrs. True. I learned to be willing to put the

kids' lives first before yours and support the teachers, so the teachers can support the students.

In the future, I plan to go to college then teach on MDL. If T was to receive the $100, it would go
toward my college expenses. My life will be filled with kids. Kids that I teach and kids of my
own. [ am hoping to assist in creating amazing, helpful, and kind children that can succeed in
their future. That is what would make me happy. Who knows? Maybe someday you will see me

win the Maine Teacher of the Year award.
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue ed_ucmlon beyond“h: gh _sch‘?ol,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well, You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under

“Informational Resources” at wwi.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savings Bank

; ‘dated S

T'remont Consolidated School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.
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To the applicant: ' ' '
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application, Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, whatis your favorite number and why?

2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student

about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up

your own.)
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Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 123 4G 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7

e i AR R T T S o e e R e T

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5(6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checkdists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

Y/ras o acch cr %W/WW

oan., AMea _practive atr s feede

o A S R A R A SR
To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

e oremen daFrond

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Noah Cook

30 Forest Ave. Apt 4
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
Pemetic Elementary, Grade 6
Mrs. Norwood

March 27, 2026

Four

My favorite number is four because it is an even number and fun to draw . Four of
spades is my favorite card in a deck.

....... Rine AT AAAS ab 474490008 NAE0.04 MmN N



Noah Cook

30 Forest Ave. Apt 4
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
Pemetic Elementary, Grade 6
Mrs. Norwood

March 27, 2026

Video Game Programming Career Path

The career choice that I'm interested in is the Development and Programming of Video Games. My
favorite video game is Skyrim which came out in 2013 for the PS3. | find this career interesting
because my hobby of playing video games can also help others learn. There are many different
careers that | can choose but Game Development and Programming is the best for me.

This career choice fits me as | like creating 3D animation and playing video games. | have a lot of
knowledge in certain subjects, such as World War Il and animals to create games for those interests.
This career will help others and make a difference. My knowledge about specific topics, such as
WWII, will help others learn in a very fun and interactive way. My interest in war history started when
my great grandmother said she lived through ww2 and the great depression. Ever since | was a little
kid | enjoyed animals and talking about animals. | remember looking through

a huge book pointing to pictures in the book and asking what they were.

The career of a video game programmer involves creating games for everyone around the world.
These games can be a helpful resource for people to learn and entertain them. The skills needed for
this job is knowledge about gaming and knowledge or background in coding, knowing what gamers
like to play and are interested in.

The personalities that would fit this job would be having a lot of patience, not getting irritated fast,
and perseverance to continue creating the game and complete it. This job would be good for me
because | have a lot of patience, hard work, and rarely give up.

A degree in video game programming will be roughly four years in a college program at a University.
Education in digital programming can include classes on 2D design and 3D animation, coding,
interactive media, and digital imaging. One good college close to me and has good classes for
everything | could need is Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts.

The career choice that I'm interested in is the Development and Programming of Video Games and |
can learn more about coding, animation and watch videos about this career. Also, after interviewing
my technology integrator teacher, he suggested other programs such as code.org and Scratch for
getting started and an introduction to coding. He offers some classes after school and | will be
interested to attend. I'm excited to learn everything there is about Programming for my future.

nnnnnnnnnnn AT ANAS A+ 47440000 LalR =1 = I = ULy PNV o T=g s N



Pemetic Elementary School

327 Main Strest Phone: (207) 244-5502
PO Box 255 Fax: (207) 244-0367
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679 Interim Principal: Carolyn Todd

March 30, 2026
To Whom it May Concern:

| am pleased to write this letter on behalf of Noah Cook, who is applying for a Future of Maine
Aspirations scholarship. His chosen career is Video Game Developer/Programmer. | have known
Noah since December of this year and can attest to the qualities he possesses that would make him
well suited to this path.

Noah is a calm, patient, hard worker. He shows up ready to work each day and does so without
complaint. He also has a remarkable depth of knowledge in a variety of subjects, especially animals.
He has stated a desire to use video games not only to entertain people, but also to help them learn.

Noah has a clear view of the work that this career path entails and he seeks opportunities to improve
his knowledge. He has expressed interest in many of the facets of game development, including

coding, 2D/3D animation and digital imaging. He also, through his own experience, knows what kinds
of games are popular and what gamers want.

| believe that Noah possesses the traits most critical to programming and developing games. | have
every confidence that if he pursues this path, he will excel.

Thanks for your time and consideration.

Kind\ regards,

Cameron Frothingham
Pemetic Elementary School



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

Efl have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

| have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
1 am quite sure.

(]I think.
(J1 am not sure.

Y] My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
(41 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
(1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[]1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

™| have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
& My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

11| have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

| have a fun and engaging first sentence.

| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[J I have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

(11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

11 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why [ think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

L1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

(A1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[41 have identified five high schoal or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[\} have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: student NDON h (00 K

Teacher /gﬁ’}/ /a4 ..L_/ kfﬁ %/ ﬁ/{@‘?L




.cure of Eastern Maine Aspirations scholarshlp

Name: _Aria Kb Today’s date _>/{o
Mailing Address: 23 Rlé%e,w%; drive

Your city/town: me Hd,l‘l)of‘ Zip Code:_Q 64019
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? kshle % b MGR,LLH‘I and Donald ‘ﬁihé

What school do you attend? _(Ohi er§ €melon What grade are you in? (t

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? _M i8S & inh

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School ) First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savings Bank

Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be sclected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.
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To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Oprions. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, inferview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you lecarned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that carcer. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are notable to set up
your own,)



Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5

LRI E RN Y S L AT L TR e 2

S

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1
Effort on this application: 1

3

4 % 7
3 4 6

2
2 7

Lh Lh

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel frec to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

AR -'.'-;_' Ak g i AT """5..7.:- s BT bR
To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Aria has been a fashionista from an early age, instinctively putting together the most
unique and unexpected outfits—each one a small glimpse into who she is. Fueled by her
creativity, imagination, and natural artistic ability, her personal style has always been a
genuine expression of her spirit. As she’s grown older and her artistic talents have
continued to evolve, I've watched with pride as she’s begun to explore fashion not just
as a passion, but as a possible future. Seeing her confidence grow and her vision take
shape has been incredibly meaningful, and | truly believe this is something she will not
only be exceptionally good at, but deeply passionate about.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school,



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

N
] 1 have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.
\ {
| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

E[I have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
‘] 1 am quite sure.

1 think.
[11am not sure.

[
My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Chloos'e\%ﬂ/e:

/ | am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

; 11 worked fairly hard on this application.

r 1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

( M]ave rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

\'My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

*

D,I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

[ﬁLI have a fun and engaging first sentence.

%l/h/ave provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

%ve made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[11 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[ 1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

(11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

11 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me. :
D_I__h_ave interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

rade6 -
| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
’_ijesityle for me.
(QI have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

w'have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
ave interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

T
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Signed: Student {{: Vim R
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Teacher




Fashion designer

My favorite number is Four, because the number four has shown up a lot in my life. It is in my

birthday month and year.

Fashion has been an interest of mine, and always has been my entire life.

When I was little, I was given a light pink box for Christmas. It came with tracers for drawing
people and outfits, and I became obsessed. Everyday, everytime I had a chance to use it, I would.
Even when I couldn't use it, I would always be thinking about different outfits and items
together. I would always be so grateful towards my sister when she would give me her old
clothes. It gave me a chance to design new clothes and outfits, so lately I've decided I want to

pursue my dreams in designing fashion.

I honestly think being a fashion designer would be the best choice for me because I'm very
creative, and I'm very good when it comes to public speaking. I mostly just draw in my
freetime, especially when it comes to clothing items. To prepare for this career, I can start to
learn how to sew, and possibly start to create a certain clothing item like a skirt. There's a
camp that I would go to called SFOA(Summer Festival Of Arts). There you can take classes
and learn how to create many things related to fashion and clothes. For high school I'd take
fiber arts. Even though it's only for knitting and crocheting and similar things to that, it

would help me take a step forward towards the career.

In the future I plan to go to the Fashion Institute of Technology. It has a 53%-58% acceptance
rate and I would need to complete the AAS or equivalent college level credits, in an Art &
Design program. The courses I would take would be Advertising and Marketing
Communications, Fabric Styling, Fashion Business Management, Footwear and Accessories
Design, and Fashion Design. It's most common for fashion designers to get a bachelor's
degree, so that's what I'll do.

A quote I found on their website: “You’re not just getting a beautiful dress, you’re getting a
beautiful image of this place and how it's affected by global warming. You’re wearing what
you’re saving.” This is important to me because it shows you can create clothing for a purpose
for yourself, and that the piece of clothing was designed to be beautiful, but to also represent

the serious talk about climate change.



I eventually found a pre-recorded interview from CareerOneStop.org

The person in the interview stated that Fashion designers design many things, and that could
be accessories, shoes and garments to clothes with unique designs. Sometimes, they can be so
unique that they can get accepted to fashion shows where models wear their amazing ideas.
One of the struggles can be long hours and hard work. I think I can manage that because I'm
usually hard working in things (especially fashion) and I can work through long hours.

Fashion designers can also experience hectic deadlines, which I'm okay with.

Fashion design is truly the perfect job for me as I love designing pretty much anything. This
career matters so much to me because it's the only job that calls to me. I just know that I
would love to work in this job when I'm older. If I were to win, I would use the scholarship to
buy a sewing machine and buy classes at fabricate LLC. Thank you for putting my

application into consideration and taking your time to read my essay.
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Renee Quebbeman
ELA Teacher | Conners Emerson School
Bar Harbor, Maine

March 25, 2026
To the Selection Committee:

It is with great enthusiasm and without reservation that | recommend Aria Kibe for the
College Aspirations Essay Contest. In my years as an educator, | have had the privilege
of working with many remarkable students, and Aria stands among the most
exceptional.

From the moment Aria entered our school, she distinguished herself not only through
her outstanding intellect but through the quiet, confident way she carries herself among
her peers. She is one of the most insightful students to walk through our halls — a
reader and thinker who notices nuance, asks meaningful questions, and draws
connections that consistently surprise and delight those around her.

What truly sets Aria apart is her perseverance. As the editor of our school newspaper,
she took on a significant leadership challenge: guiding a group of enthusiastic,
energetic, and at times rambunctious student writers through the process of producing a
polished, thoughtful publication. She did so with grace, patience, and remarkable skill —
offering feedback with kindness, holding high standards without discouraging her
teammates, and shepherding the process from first draft to final product. That kind of
mentorship is rare at any age, and exceptional in a student her age.

Aria is also simply a wonderful person — a dedicated student and a genuine friend to
those around her. She brings thoughtfulness and warmth to every interaction, and her
presence in a classroom elevates the experience for everyone.

| have no doubt that Aria Kibe will bring the same intelligence, heart, and determination
to this contest that she brings to everything she undertakes. She has my highest and
most enthusiastic recommendation.

Sincerely,
& ,
Renee Quebbeman
ELA Teacher, 5th Grade
Conners Emerson School | Bar Harbor, Maine
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School or L . Aiap O T [
Mount Desert Elementary School I;;;S;hr;j;u;;:ilniz[gank Matne: Callege e

Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college™ or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well,and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are nol able to set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. | = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 12 3 4 5@ 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5(6)7
>

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1= Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 23 45 6 (3

Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 6 (:;‘7)

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application. /

C a
I GgineA

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Aftochad.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

| have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

|1[| | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

é] | have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
[J1am not sure.

Tﬁ My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn't do as well as | could have on this application because

[J1 have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
[J My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

[J1 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

@ | have a fun and engaging first sentence.

| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

/
| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[J I have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J I have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[ 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
L1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
E’ﬁ have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

| have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
igée explained how they would help me.
| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

]

b v
Signed: Student %LQ—UJ‘:L&_

Teacher C{/\/\_/\/ =




ZOOLOGY: ONE SMALL FOOTSTEP FOR ME, ONE GIANT LEAP FOR ANIMAL KIND.

I like the number 41. The Ark had 40 days of rain. Moses wandered 40 years. Jesus fasted
40 days. With 41, change brought hope.

“Hi! My name is Grace and I’m a zookeeper here at the national zoo.” Or at least that’s
what I hope to be saying in 20 years.

I love animals.

When I was in preschool, I wanted to be a paleontologist. I loved studying dinosaurs and
learning about them. I took in every little bit of information I could. I am not writing about
Paleontology. Then, when I was in kindergarten, I wanted to be a vet. I am not writing about that
either, but both of these kind of shaped what I decided I want to do. I want to be a zoologist. I
have always loved studying animals, and being around them.

Every summer, I go to visit my dad who lives in Virginia. On the way home my mom and
I visit cities like Philadelphia and New York. Last summer me and my mom went to Washington
DC for the second time. While there, we visited the National zoo. At this point in my life I
vaguely knew that I wanted to be a zoologist, but this is when it clicked. At the zoo, I was in my
element. I pretended to be a tour guide, and talked on and on about the animals we saw. I took in
all the information I could. And I repeated it to my mom. We went to a sea lion show and
afterwards 1 asked the zookeeper a few questions about how she got there, even though she
wasn't famous, to me, it was like talking to a celebrity. In total, I’ve been to 10 different zoos,
some of them multiple times. When I was two my mom took me to the zoo and we saw baby
tigers, and I was angry that I couldn't go in to see them and I had to look through glass.

I know that I want to be a zoologist, specifically working in a zoo or wildlife refuge. A
job like this allows me to do two things I love, study and learn about animals, and also be able to
take care of animals. I love being able to study by seeing and being hands on, and I've had
multiple pets. All of these things help me know that I would make a great zoologist. I have some
plans for how I can get more experience and learn more about this career. I am on the waitlist to
go to a day camp at the Virginia zoo. At this camp, I would learn things about taking care of
animals, and what it’s like to work in a zoo. I am going to get two pet hermit crabs this summer
that will live at my dad’s house. In taking care of these hermit crabs, I will learn skills of taking
care of animals and being responsible, plus I would be able to study and watch these crabs;
which is one of the things a zoologist would do.

In high school, I plan to volunteer at the Hancock County SPCA, which will get me more
hands-on experience in my field. I also hope to work at a pet store like crystal clear in elsworth,
which will get me experience while having fun doing it. I also plan to take as many science



classes as possible, including AP biology, and college prep biology. I also plan to try to start a
science olympiad team for division C and join a biology club.

After high school, I plan to go to the University of Maine in Orono. There, I will double
major in wildlife ecology and zoology. I will take classes such as WLE 200 - Ecology, BIO 433 -
Mammalogy, and BIO 329 - Vertebrate Biology. Though the wildlife ecology course is intended
for people that wish to go into fields related to the department of fisheries and wildlife, I feel that
this program will help me learn more and have more certifications to work in a zoo or wildlife
refuge, plus the classes listed are very interesting. I chose to study at UMO because its campus is
about an hour drive from where I live, and where my grandparents live, plus I have had the
opportunity to go to the campus a few times and I’ve really enjoyed it. I know that it would be
my honor to be a black bear.

I used a prerecorded interview with Mike Miller, also known as “Wild Mike”. Though I
was not able to speak to anyone in person, this interview was still helpful. Mike said: “Now these
days are eight hour days and at most facilities it can be anywhere from five to seven days a
week. And that’s going to be happening 52 weeks a year over all holidays” Especially after
hearing what Mike had to say, I knew that I was prepared to work through holidays. If you’re
working at a hotel you can't just leave because it’s five o’ clock on a Friday night. Plus, animals
need you. They can't feed themselves, enrich themselves, schedule their own veterinary
appointments or anything! I am fully prepared for a baby tiger to need me as much as a human
baby would. I was also able to get some answers to interview questions from a zoologist in the
national zoo (my dream workplace). His name is Paul and he works on the asia trail. When I
asked him “Did you get good grades in 6th grade? Do you need to get good grades to do
this job?” I really liked his answer because I could relate to it. He said, “I did get good grades in
school most of the time.” This is also like me, science is one of my favorite classes and I've
gotten good grades in most subjects. I think it’s really cool that I can relate to a zookeeper in this
way.

To conclude, I think being a zoologist is a good idea for me because I will get to do the
two things I love most, studying and growing my knowledge of animals, and taking care of
animals. I've always asked lots of questions and when people ask me why I do that I say, “people
who ask the most questions learn the most.” I also say “you can’t get answers without asking the
questions, and the best place to start is alwaysWHO? WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? WHY? Or
HOW?” I also know that I am not afraid to get a little dirty for the sake of my animals, and I also
know when to be serious and organized. As the famous saying goes, when you do what you
love, you’ll never work a day in your life. I know that Zoology is what I love, and who ever
wants to work a day in their life? I know I can connect to the animals I work with and make a
lasting impact on their lives. I want to change the world when I grow up, and the best way to
start is changing my animals' worlds. If I were to win this scholarship 1’d probably put it toward



taking care of my pet hermit crabs. First of all, if I want to do it right it’s going to be expensive.
Second of all, through having hermit crabs I would learn the basics of field zoology because I
would be constantly observing them, and I would learn the commitment that it takes to be an
animal care  specialist. If not the hermit crabs, I may put my money towards my college fund
or buying books about zoology. I could also use my scholarship to pay for online zoology
programs. Thank you for taking the time to read my essay.

"We are all interconnected, people, animals, our environment.. When nature suffers, we suffer.

And when nature flourishes, we all flourish."
-Dr. Jane Goodall

O"‘o



March 10, 2026
To Whom It May Concern,

It is with pleasure that | write this letter of recommendation for Grace Ward.
Grace was a 5th grade student in my middle school science classroom last year at the
Conners Emerson School in Bar Harbor, Maine. During her time here, Grace tackled
general science topics including the scientific method, ecology, water quality studies at
The Bar, geology, astronomy, high pressure water rocket engineering, and a genuine
inquiry project. Grace is a phenomenally dedicated student and has a genuine passion
for science. She is uniquely inquisitive about science topics most often digging further
through inquiry. Grace is an integral member of the CES Science Olympiad team. She
and her team meet once a week all year and sometimes on weekends to engage in the
topics that they love. Grace has travelled and competed locally and nationally for two
years now highlighting her drive and passion for science. Her love of animals combined
with her advanced understanding of science for her age are a perfect match for a career
in zoology.

Aside from Grace’s passion for zoology and all things science, she is an
incredibly kind and caring person. As Grace leaves 6th grade this year, | have no doubt
that she will seek out more opportunities in science that interest her. | have no doubt
that Grace will be a positive asset to the world around her. If you have any questions
about Grace Ward, don'’t hesitate to contact me at bcote@mdirss.org.

Sincerely,
o (G2
rian Cote

CES Science Teacher



Hello -

| think Grace did a great job explaining her interests and desire to be a zoologist. She is
sincere in her hopes and has had progression in this interest over the years. Grace has
been passionate about caring for animals and being connected to them throughout her
life. I'm thankful to have been able to take her to many zoos and aquariums. Whenever
we have to travel | try hard to add a detour to some sort of enrichment like museums,
zoos or other experiences and what has always brought the most joy is seeing animals.
At home, far from the world of zoos and aquariums, she reads books about zoology and
animals. Grace is also in her 2nd year on the CES Science Olympiad team where she
immerses herself in the foundational science that she will need as she advances her
dream. CES doesn't always have science available to students (none in 6th and 1/2 of
7/8), but when she does have science class it has her full attention. When we take the
family dog to the vet she participates in the care and asks questions. She is truly
passionate about animal conservation, educating others about animals and caring for
the needs of God's creatures. Grace is a hard worker and | believe she will continue to
work at this goal. It has been great to see her desire to work with animals become clear
goals and aspirations.



uture of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholarship

Name: _own o) N (farian ¢ Today’s date “r/} Olaé
Mailing Address;_©A Qowles Ave Qm £ Walbol, =
Your city/town: Bf.l C ‘lk“\ arhor ( ME Zip Code: 1G]
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What school do you attend? C '[r; 4 What grade are you in? __'
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Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? = Wllle G N f\.

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the ™ 12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” al www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: " Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savines Bank

Tremont Consolidated School aciugs RAVINES. Cai

Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trus
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (0 help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompls on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What carcer or carcers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a carcer and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well,and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a carcer that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
yOur own.)




2026

Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: I 2 3 4 @ 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 (9 5 6 7
= el e = s e ]
AT Al e by D PR g it AT,

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = OQutstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: I 2 3 4 5 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 T

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the

teacher and attached to the application. :
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To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to einnart thic ctirdent’s affar nnd acmimtinne fartha fissien halams ms ne e ccmeanis olooa o F
This project was a wonderful exercise in watching how Shavi approaches difficult
situations and perseveres to work through them. Few people have a clear picture of
what career path they would like to take after high school when in sixth grade.
Shavi has always been an athletic child therefore it makes sense he would like to pursue
a career in that field. In discussing the project, our conversations morphed from one
path to professional participation in sports to Shavi recognizing there are multiple
options within the fields of athletics, as well as social and biological sciences. He
enjoyed researching colleges, exploring majors, future classes and regions of the
country to further his education. | enjoyed watching his enthusiasm grow and our
conversations about how people take different paths in their lives. Because of this, |
look forward to seeing which career Shavi ultimately chooses and know that he will be
successful.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

(71 have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

(11 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
[J1am quite sure.

[ 1 think.
[J1 am not sure.

iﬁ My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I" every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
CJ1 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[tl | worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn't do as well as | could have on this application because

Efl/l have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
E{My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

I:"/I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

| have a fun and engaging first sentence.

%have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

& have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
(1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[J1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[ | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Gg‘ade 6

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

g | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.
| have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
r@e explained how they would help me.

| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

5 _

Signed: Student

hat ({1 CTar | anC
’ il et

Teacher 7 N~ — —




SHOOTING FOR MY
DREAMS

By Shavi. M

My favorite number is 23 because it was my first sports number,
and it's also LeBron James's and Michael Jordan's numbers. They

are inspirational players.

One day I want to be a high level soccer player who inspires young people
to shoot for their dreams.

I've been playing soccer since I was four and living in Colorado. I
played in my back yard and at school. I played with my mom, my cousins
and my aunt. My mom had a garden in the back yard, so we used the base
of the garden bed as a goal. I remember the feeling of scoring a goal.

The exhilaration, the rush felt amazing. When I was four, we, my Mom,

Dad and I, moved to Maine.

Last fall I played soccer for my school and for a travel team (Down
East/Acadia Fire soccer club). I have been playing for Acadia Fire for seven
years. Now I am 12, and I have gotten better. I'm planning to play soccer
for my school this fall so I can continue to improve. During the off season,
I play at the YMCA near my school. Every day, I go and practice for at least
30 minutes, lift weights and go around the track 20-30 laps.



To learn more about soccer leadership, I interviewed Emily Ellis
because she was the Executive Director of Acadia Fire and a soccer coach.
She began playing soccer in her youth and went on to play for Colby
College. I was interested in what drew her to soccer and what she did to
become a leader in soccer. When I talked to her I learned that she wanted
to study the behavior of wolves after high school. A career in soccer was
not one of her goals at the time. In high school she started playing soccer
and played again in college and coached a little. Talking to Emily inspired
me because she got so high up in the Acadia Fire Soccer Club through her

passion for the sport.

I also interviewed Michael Curless to understand more of what he
does and how he got into soccer. He is a psychologist and a soccer coach. He
is a clinical psychologist who does play therapy with kids ages 3 and older.
He coaches U16 soccer for Acadia Fire. He also coaches his daughter
individually. He made me want to get better at soccer so I can inspire other
players to be their best. I think doing psychology and soccer would be a
good career path for me also because I could help people get better at the
sports they play. One thing that really helped inspire me was he told me
some traits that help you become a better soccer player, and those traits
were, “Be able to help people understand, understand how to change
behavior with laughter.” That made me feel better because I have a great
sense of humor! =*

To learn more about soccer leadership, I interviewed Emily Ellis and
Michael Curless. Both of these people have served as the executive directors
of Acadia Fire Football Club. Both Ellis and Curless have had a passion for

soccer since their youth and went on to play at the college level. Curless



played in Austria and eventually was recruited to play on a professional

soccer team in Europe

If I win the money I will put it into new soccer cleats and other soccer gear
so I can become a better soccer player. In high school I will play soccer and
take Physical Education & Wellness. I will go to Colorado College or
Washington College for Psychology, Neuroscience, Biology, Sociology and
Economics. After retirement I am going to become a psychologist and if
not that a P.E teacher. I am interested in these schools because they have
good soccer programs. I am going to help people get better at sports. I

practice everyday and I’'m very hardworking.

Thank you for looking at my essay. Sincerely Shavi McFarlane.
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools:

Aspirations Partners:
Conners Emerson School P

Mount Desert Elementary School K’l[:ts:hl;laasuggji]nzitg{ank Maine College Circle
o) t g H n
Tremont Consolidated School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Commitice and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
carcer for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well  and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a carcer and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college® or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1= Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2
Effort on this application: 1 2

3 4 5
3 4

)

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 (6 7
2 3 4 5 (6)

Effort on this application: 1

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

|
To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Oliver loves to design and build things. He has a creative brain that is able to see both

the big picture and the small details. Oliver's computer and technology skills combined
with his love of hands on projects makes him an ideal person to become a mechanical
engineer. One of Oliver's greatest strengths is his ability to stick with a project. He gets
an idea in his mind and he is going to problem solve and strategize until the completion
of the project. Oliver continues to learn and grow with each project he completes. He is

learning the technical skills needed for each design but he is also learning the design
process.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.




Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

haye written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

%ave written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spellingtn this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

11 think.
[J1am not sure.

E(My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I" every time |
write the pronoun “.”

Choose ong:
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

Iﬁhave rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

Jy teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.
I

have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

ave a fun and engaging first sentence.

| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

mﬂwe made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J 1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[ 1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[ 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J I have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
have written about my aspirations for my future and why I think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.
g/l’lave identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

| have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have-explained how they would help me.
[11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student (%)%1/

"‘--.._“v -
e e ———
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Teacher éf‘ W




Building My Dreams

4is my favorite because lwas born on duly 4th, and its my
basketball number That helps me make baskets and gives
good luck

Ever since | was little, | always liked building anything |
could. When I was 10, | built a potato launcher out of
pvc piping. | took a bike pump, a valve and pvc
connectors and | made an air powered potato gun.

| knew my aspiration could be to become a mechanical
engineer.

Mechanical engineering would be a great job for me
because it's a fun job and pays well. The steps | will
need to take include taking AP classes in high school
like AP Calculus, AP Science and AP Physics. In high
school, | will also get a job working at a car place 1o
help me get experience and To make money To save up
for college. When lam ajunion, I will apply To
Massachusetts Institute of Technology], Colby or the
University of Michigan. I will be going to one of those
schools which all have good programs for mechanical
engineering. | will work in an office where | will build
robots and machines. | will live in a dorm for my



freshman year. Then in my sophomore year my
grandparents own a house 25 minutes from my
campus. | will Take public Transportation or | will drive.

linterviewed Tyson from the Institute for Human and
Machine Cognition.He said it'sbest togo toa
mechanical engineering school. His workday looks like
he goes into the office and starts the 3d printer. Then
he has meetings and then he spends the rest of the
day designing, and that sounds fun because | like T0
build Things. A qguote he said was “Seeing something
you desighed come to life feels good.”-Tyson,And he
works 40-80 hours a week. Something he said was
challenging is the deadlines because they are
stressful. After | Interviewed Tyson | want to do this
job more than ever.

I like building structures. When I was 5, my grandpa got
me my first fool set and let me build with him. IT gave
me so much joy. If | win this scholarship, | will spend it
on 3d printer fillement so | can print more Things, like
parts for my potato luncher. Thank you so much and
taking time out of your day to read and thank you for
considering my essay.



HEATHER WEBSTER

FRINCIPAL

MICIHHAEL FOURNIER
ABRISTANT PRINCTAL

3/15/26

Dear Future of Maine College Aspirations Scholarship committee,

It is with pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Oliver. I have had the privilege of
working with Oliver for the past 7 years in Physical Education classes and more recently as the
Athletic Director at Conners Emerson School.

Oliver is a hard working young man. Oliver would like to be a mechanical engineer and it shows in
his creativity in our classes. Oliver is working on his leadership skills and works well with others.
He is kind to others and always has energy and lots of enthusiasm for the activities he is involved
in.

I encourage you to strongly consider Oliver for this scholarship. Oliver is a passionate, hard
working, and thoughtful young student/athlete who aspires to be a mechanical engineer. If you
would like to further discuss Oliver’s abilities, please do not hesitate to call me at (207) 460-1218.

Sincerely,

’411(3

Athletic Director/Physical Education teacher

Bryan

Conners Emerson School
11 Eagle Lake Road
Bar Harbor ME 04609



ature of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholarsh

Name: IT/JL\I { { / e Yo d i Today’s date 3[ Ef Z.f@ﬁ: .
Mailing Address:l _r;f £S5 Ave

Your city/town: P)’i/ - #ﬂf b;s_; M E Zip Code: O Lfa O d,.
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? Em[;f\j pw\,{?f ‘3 \gl-»aﬂ' o Wﬁ:ﬁfﬁt-’"f
What school do you attend? £/ /f’( [;'i;;'_-f,' g{}ﬂf Whatigmdc are you in? _@_ﬁ

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? 1:/7) I ;'?’ C‘] :'(/?/ ]

S BRI £ TR O

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools:

Conners Emerson School

Mount Desert Elementary School
Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

Aspirations Partners:

First National Bank Maine College Circle
Machias Savings Bank

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or carecrs might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a carcer that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1= Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1

2 3 4 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 7

Bl e

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

)

f 7
|

n
=

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4

n
(o

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application. . !
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To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Bella is very engaged in swim and a decorated athlete. She knows whaF itis like to
succeed when giving her all in a sport. In the kitchen she is always asking to hellp,
getting creative and wanting to make food for friends. She had a successful hot cocoa

and baked good stand last January and made over $200 profit!

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

[J1 have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

D | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

1 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
01 am quite sure.
[J1 think.

[(J1am not sure.

] My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I" every time |
write the pronoun “I."

Choose one.
1 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

11 worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

11 have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
[0 My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

11 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

1 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

[J1 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

[]1 have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

L1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[J1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.
[J 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student _\

Teacher q VAA .=




Swimming & Owning My Dreams

16 is my favorite number because it’s my birthday, it would be my golden

birthday, and my sweet 16, and I would get a car.

Do you know how to be a competitive swimmer while owning a business? It isn’t easy
but it can be done! Once your business is established, you can hire people you depend on. To
become an Olympic swimmer, I will need to practice at least ten or more hours a day. And as

for business I will need to run my own business, and I will need to work 50+ hours per week.

I’ve wanted to be a cook/restaurant owner/ Olympic swimmer for 4 years.
What I mean is ever since I moved to Bar Harbor I wanted to swim. I had
extravagant food in Bar Harbor which inspired me to want people to try food
that I made, and when I first started swimming I knew that I could stick with it
for the rest of my life. I’'ve always wondered about my thoughts even though I
knew that I could try and fail or try and succeed. And as for cooking it would be
the same for Olympic swimming, trying and succeeding. Although I do know
that when people try and fail they can get frustrated.

Because of my interest in becoming a cook, restaurant owner, and an
Olympic swimmer some of the classes I am taking in high school will be related
to business plans, like accounting. I also want to take some foreign language
classes so that if I travel abroad I can understand the language. When people try
my food then I’ll be ready to work at a restaurant, and I believe that I will do my
best. When I’'m ready I will work at a specific restaurant and be a cook or a sous
chef. As I get more experience to be a chef, and as more people come, I will have
faith that as I grow my skills will too. As for an Olympic swimmer it takes a lot
of work which I am ready for, because I know that I can do something hard and
handle it.



When I am older I plan to go to University of Florida for
business, and to be an Olympic swimmer. I will go to school full time
for business and part time for swimming. I plan to focus hard on my
studies and to get better at both of them everyday. Some of the
classes I plan on taking are Mathematical skills, Sales Management,
Finance, Professional Writing, and Leading Organizations. I have
been dreaming of going to the University of Florida since January

1st 2026, but also to pursue my dreams with one of my friends.

I interviewed my aunt Jena Young and Dan Granholm who is a teacher at
CES. Jena owns Side Street Cafe which is a very popular place. My aunt said
in her own words, “Being a business owner takes a lot of hard work and
dedication. So if you wanted another job after being a business owner,
employers would be impressed! It would definitely help you get a future
job.” Dan Granholm told me “You'll swim for your high school team and
try to get as fast as you can. Then, some college would recruit you for their
swim team, and if you are fast enough, you would be able to try out for the

olympic swim team.”

I am excited to pursue my dream of becoming a business owner
and continue my swimming career, and hopefully become an
Olympic swimmer. If I won the scholarship I would put it all to my

education. Thank you for taking the time to read this application.



"The water doesn't know your age" Dara Torres

“Cooking is a caring and nurturing act. It's kind of the
ultimate gift for someone, to cook for them.” Curtis Stone
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools:

Conners Emerson School

Mount Desert Elementary School
Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

Aspirations Partners:

First National Bank Maine College Circle
Machias Savings Bank

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

e e ]

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your zpplication may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that carcer. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)
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Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1= Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1
Effort on this application: 1

NN

Pz s e

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6

Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 6

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Attacingd .

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

\Qfl have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

E/Ieven spelled my teacher’s name correcily.

Eﬁhave written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My speI‘IiEn?,on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

[J1 think.
[J1am not sure.

@ﬁy grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “l.”

Choose érﬁ.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
1 worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

]E/I have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

i

s
? teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.
I

have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

I/Dave a fun and engaging first sentence.

[ﬁl have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

E/Ihave made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[ 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

11 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[ 1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Gr: 6

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

S#)wave identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.
|

have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
I@e’explained how they would help me.
I have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

—

s 2 _," —
Signed: Student (\ Jiv V'@i P(L Ja-(uZmaln)
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Building My Future

My favorite number is 11 because I was born on October the eleventh and
because it'’s a prime number that’s relatively easy to multiply by.

Since [ was young, I've always loved building stuff and trying to make them work. At
one point over vacation [ tried to make a little sailboat but it didn’t work so | added foam
supports to make it a catamaran and | covered it in wax until it didn’t leak. It took a while
and it was mostly trial and error until I got it to sail. Nowadays, I really like working on a
hovercraft that I'm building for a science competition and I recently got #1 at Harvard
University for one competition. That’s why | want to be a mechanical engineer when I grow
up.

I think that being a mechanical engineer is a good job for me because I think it would
be fun to create something that serves a useful purpose. It would be fun to create things,
satisfyingly see them work, and do something I like. | am getting ready right now by
working hard on Science Olympiad events such as Circuit Lab (circuits and electricity),
Hovercraft, and Machines( building a scale and learning about physics).l will try to take The
Business Of Speed, Advanced Placement Calculus, College Prep Physics and more in high
school to get ready for a career in mechanical engineering.

When [ graduate high school, I am thinking of going to Purdue college in Indiana because I
can explore a wide range of topics like physics, electronics, 3D printing, fluid mechanics,
heat transfer and controls. At Purdue, | can gain hands-on experience by designing rockets,
serving the community, and conducting graduate-level research. I also have more chances
and opportunities to become a mechanical engineer because I can speak Spanish, and at
Purdue they have an extensive study abroad program where | could even go to Spain. If I go
to Purdue college, I would try to take Modeling Damage And Strengthenirig Mechanisms In
Materials. There, | would learn things such as advanced micromechanics and elastic
microstructural phenomena which will help me to become a mechanical engineer. If, when |
grow up, [ want to study close to home in Maine I could also go to the University of Maine,
which has a big mechanical engineering program with many courses mostly focused on
robotics and computers.

I interviewed Angel Laredo, a graduate research assistant in mechanical engineering
that studies at the University of Maine. He said that he started his job because someone told
him that there was an open position that was hiring. Laredo studies how plastic and



materials react under stress and fatigue. He uses a machine that can stretch and compress
materials to see how they respond.

Angel began interested in mechanical engineering during middle school and the
beginning of high school. He has a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering and is
working to get a masters degree. Laredo took several AP classes during high school, and
most of them were recognized and accepted by UMaine. Some of those classes include AP
physics, chemistry, calculus, statistics. These are also some of the classes | am planning to
take when I go to high school.

He also mentioned that he took thermodynamics classes in college. One interesting thing
about Angel Laredo is that he got grants from the army to support his research.

Angel says that the most challenging part of the job is the coding and the math
saying that the math can be intimidating at first. But although it might seem like Laredo’s
job is really difficult, he said that the most rewarding part is the thrill of being one of the
first to study or find something new and the feeling of contribution. When asked if he works
with other people he quickly said “ in research, it’s[mostly] team based.”

When I asked Angel about recommendations for a career in this field, he said to be
passionate about it, saying that he knows some very hard workers that “come [to work]
from 7-5... they are very passionate about it.” When | asked him how much someone
starting out in mechanical engineering can earn he said “the more you know, the more you
can expect to make.”

In conclusion, I want to be a mechanical engineer because it would be awesome to

build something that serves a purpose in the future, | have lots of experience
building and studying things, and because I could keep doing what I love to do, creating
active things. I think that Purdue College is a good place to go because of its big engineering
programs. If [ won the scholarship, [ would probably dedicate the money to college supplies
or a 3d printer.Thank you so much for taking your time to read my application.
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Oliver has made quite an impression in his short tenure at Conners Emerson. Arriving last year
as a fifth grader, he joined the Science Olympiad team. A motivated self starter, his value to the
team was evident from the start. He competed at the regional level (Harvard University), the
state level (University of Maine), and the national level (University of Nebraska) as a full-fledged
member of the team.

This year in sixth grade, Oliver's dedication has meant joining our weekly meetings after school
and also meeting on the weekends. His efforts paid off at the regional tournament at Harvard
where he and his teammate took first place out of 39 participating teams in the Hovercraft event.
He placed 10th in the Machines event.

Oliver has also created a website with a teammate for the National History Day competition with
regionals scheduled on Saturday, March 28.

He does all of this in addition to his regular schoolwork. His thirst for knowledge and meaningful
experiences is clear.

| heartily recommend Oliver for this scholarship.

Mary Mackay

Gifted & Talented Specialist
Science Olympiad Head Coach
Conners Emerson School



Oliver has a strong interest in building things that move and understanding how
systems work, and he enjoys designing useful things that can help society. He enjoys
working on engineering-style projects and is currently part of his school’s Science
Olympiad team, where he recently helped design a hovercraft that earned first place at a
competition at Harvard. Oliver is especially curious about motors, circuits, and
transportation-related designs, and he often builds projects at home using simple
materials to test his ideas. He is a strong hypothesis-driven thinker when facing
problems and consistently demonstrates strong creative reasoning skills, along with
strong functional thinking as he works to understand how parts connect and systems
operate together. Oliver is advanced in mathematics and is currently working at the
Middle School 3 level, which is helping him develop resilience, persistence, and
consistency as he stays focused and motivated each day. Oliver is a hardworking and
respectful student who is passionate about science and a good communicator. He
enjoys learning through hands-on experiences, and we see his interest in engineering
and problem solving continuing to grow as he explores possible future career paths.

As his parents, we are happy to support him as he explores these interests and
continues developing his curiosity during this stage of his learning. Please let us know if

you need anything else.

Karina & Max



Future of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholars

Name:__pm & Morley  Gricks Todaysdate_/ 23/ 26
Mailing Address; REA Ind, G Point  RD.

Your city/town: % A H .”,‘.I“'fi} or, M e Zip Code: OHG O q
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? ]2& (-—-Ii\ ﬁ-l G’"f"‘ Ckis Cg Kf"u’i‘r“\ Grickss
What school do you attend? C onNness ,F-i"f\ €rson What grade are you in? L
Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? Em{ I lle Gi ‘P' 1N
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
lht; schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school, ’
elfort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources”™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools:

Conners Emerson School

Mount Desert Elementary School
Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

Aspirations Partners:

First National Bank Maine College Circle
Machias Savings Bank

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

All applications must be received by March 27, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student aboul their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you cslx:cia]ly‘ wul],_and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Wrile about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you cspcciul! y \\'cl.l, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview .(or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you Icaf'rwd from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able o set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern Main

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 345 6 @
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 7

n
=2}

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one munber in each
category.

Effort in school: 1

2 3 4 5
Effort on this application: | 2 4 5

6
3 6 (7
Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, butis not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

et o oo Y el et A e
To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s ¢ffort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

ior ihe past several years, Emma has remained consistent in planning for a future
career as a marine biologist. She prefers the STEM courses in school, with a special
appreciation for math and science. Growing up in an active-duty Coast Guard family,
living near the coast has been a constant in her life, so it is little wonder that she has
developed a passion for learning about sealife. Since moving to coastal Maine, this
passion has only increased with every trip to tide pools or hike along rocky ocean cliffs.

Mrfme College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

H_'I | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

| have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spellli_lr'lig on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
[J1am not sure.

Ell My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I" every time |
write the pronoun “L.”

Choose I%'le.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

ILL] | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
é My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

&I | have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

@ | have a fun and engaging first sentence.

|
| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

ﬁ | have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J 1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.
11 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[ I have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[ | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J I have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
Eﬁ have written about my aspirations for my future and why I think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

; | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

Y1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[Z11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

il
Signed: Student ;

Teacher Cf YWAAL __,——




Swimming to My Career

My favorite number is 18 because then you’re an adult. Also you can have

a car by then. In addition I’m done with high school!

Hey there, do you know what a marine biologist is? A marine biologist is
someone who studies ocean life and the animals that live there. I have loved sea
life since I was a little girl. One day I asked my grandma what job involves sea

life and she said marine biology.

When I was a little girl I wanted to be a dolphin trainer. Nowadays you
can’t train dolphins or keep them anymore. So I was really disappointed but
happy for the dolphins. Well that doesn't stop me! I still want to study the
ocean because I want to know what other animals are down there. If some of
them are still alive or just to see more ocean life and help the ocean. I also
already know a lot about sea life and the animals that live there. Like how
octopuses have three hearts, nine brains, and if they lose a leg they can just
regrow it. Did you know that sea stars have an eye on each tip of their arms.
How jelly fish are blind and just fall to the sea floor, turn into a coral type thing
and then come alive again. Also do you know that sharks prefer cow’s blood

more than human’s blood?

In my opinion, I think marine biology is a perfect job for me. I think this
is a promising job for me because you get paid a pretty good amount per year for
this job. Also, I would be doing what I love because I’'m studying and interacting
with the animals and that is what matters most. I can start to prepare for my
career in high school and maybe go to a summer camp, which is called Allied
Whale. Another thing that I am already doing is research on sea animals, which

will help me know more about the sea animals when I’'m older and have to take



courses. Some of the high school classes that I’ll take will be mathematics,

science, and biology because of the limited choices they have.

I would choose to go to University of Miami Florida because one it is
more affordable and two it is a medium size college. If I would go there I would
live in Miami for 1 to 2 years so then the college would cost less money because 1
would be in state. While I am living in Miami for 1 to 2 years I could work at
the Phillip & Patricia Frost Museum of Science. It has a deep sea exhibit, a coral
reef exhibit and it is all about science so that sounds perfect for me! Also I want
a medium size school because then I would have a better relationship with my
teachers and be more close to them. So maybe I could even learn more than if I
were in a big school. Also I feel like UMI would be a more acceptable college for
me. If I want to be a marine biologist I would live in Florida because the sea
animals that live in the ocean are more tropical and more fun to study. The sea
creatures are also more exciting to interact with than in Maine. That is why I
prefer this college better than a college in Maine. The college classes that I would
be taking are marine biology, oceanography, invertebrate zoology, science, and
mathematics. Invertebrate zoology is the study of sea animals who do not have a
back bone or spinal column. The meaning of oceanography is the study of the

occan.

The person I interviewed is Karlee Markovich, also known as Ms. Karlee. She is
a marine biologist and she teaches stuff about ocean life at our school. When I
was talking about marine biology with her, I figured out that I want to be a
scuba diver. Then I can explore and interact with the sea creatures. What I
learned when I was interviewing Ms. Karlee is since she wanted to be a marine
biologist she did lots of research and volunteering. Ms. Karlee worked at
aquariums and she also did beach clean up and she helps out at the COA. Now I
get to help her with the tank and feed the fish from 10:55-11:20 if I want to

and if my ELA teacher allows it. Also marine biology has more math in it than



you think. This is important because you need to find the volume of the tank,
find how much water you need to put in it, and for salt water animals you need
to find how much salt to put in the tank for every liter of water. I love math so
much, so this was really exciting to hear. What might be tricky for me, will be
the swimming which I’'m good at but not great at and I need to be able to do
this if I want to be a scuba diver. What I will not like about being a marine

biologist is the research because I don’t like doing research that often.

I have treasured the sea since I was a little. I’'ve been thinking about that
conversation with my grandma, and realizing that I’ve had this passion for sea
animals for a while. I also adore going to aquariums and seeing all the different
species of animals. Once I went to this really cool aquarium in Maryland and the
types of animals there were sharks, fish, stingrays, manta rays, turtles and so
much more. Have you ever thought of how the animals are treated or if they
even like it there. They probably don’t so that is one reason why I want to help
sea animals. Another example why I want to help sea animals is because of what
happens in the ocean. Like how there is so much pollution coming from
factories going straight into the ocean. Also more and more animals keep dying
everyday by people poaching them, and using the valuable parts of them. They
also keep dying from habitat loss by people destroying the place where they live.

If I win the scholarship I will use the money to buy a gopro or a
microscope. Why I want a gopro is because I go swimming a lot so then I could
film some of the ocean life that I swim in. I would want a microscope because
then I could take water samples and see what tiny organisms live in the water.

Thank you for reading my essay. I hope you take it into consideration.
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Conners Emerson School
11 Eagle Lake Rd

Bar Harbor, ME 04609
(207)288-3631

March 24, 2026

Dear Future of Maine Scholarship Review Committee,

It is my pleasure to recommend Emma Grickis for the College Aspirations Scholarship.
As her homeroom and math teacher throughout 6th grade | have had the opportunity to
observe her growth as a mathematician, classmate, and individual. Emma is a
remarkable kid. Having worked with many middle school classes, it is invariably
refreshing to watch students navigate their adolescent years with a commitment to and
confidence in their own abilities, interests, and style. Emma appreciates the interests
and abilities of others, and brings her own zest to the Conners Emerson Community.

Reading Emma’s essay, it was interesting to glean additional insight into Emma’s mind.
Emma describes her love of the ocean and sea life. She clearly shares how she wishes
to learn about and care for the organisms and ecosystems in marine life. Emma
considers the type of education and college she would attend, paying particular
attention to the type of relationship she'd like to have with her professors and
classmates. She also shares her interview with Ms. Karlee, noting how this interview
led to a volunteer role helping Ms. Karlee to maintain the school’s fish tank. Emma is
strong, bright, and determined, and it was interesting to recognize that a 6th grader
would look ahead and predict the skills she would need in order to study and protect the
ocean.

Emma is an exceptional 6th grader! She will find success, and joy, in whatever she sets
her mind to exploring. | highly recommend Emma Grickis as a College Aspirations
Scholarship Recipient. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions at
cnicholson@mdirss.org.

Regards, )

Christina Nicholson
6th Grade Math Teacher
Conners Emerson School



March 9, 2026

To Whom it Concerns,

| am writing on behalf of Emma of Conners Emerson School. | just met Emma this year,
and | have been very impressed with her motivation and passion for marine biology. When she
found out that | was a marine biologist (and Ocean Science teacher at her school), she sought
me out, to interview me for her college essay, but also to see how she could get more involved
in this field now. At 11 years old, she already possesses the drive and determination to live her
dreams, and to become a marine biologist in whatever ways that she can. | can honestly say
that we need more people like Emma in marine biology — helping our ocean by doing their part
to understand and protect it. | can tell that Emma will pursue her dream of becoming a marine
biologist, and that she will excel in this field. It has been a pleasure having her help me to care
for my classroom salt water aquarium, and seeing her learning more and more about this field
already. She is open to any opportunity that involves the sea, and her love of math and science
will help her greatly in her educational venture.

| fully endorse Emma for this scholarship. | know that the opportunity will allow her to
explore the sea even more, and develop a greater passion and understanding for this field, and
that it will help her to realize her dreams.

If you have any questions for me, please do not hesitate to reach out. Thank you so
much for your time.

Best,

Karlee Markovich

Marine Biologist/Ocean Science teacher
Conners Emerson School

11 Eagle Lake Road

Bar Harbor, ME 04609
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools:

Conners Emerson School

Mount Desert Elementary School
Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

Aspirations Partners:

First National Bank Maine College Circle
Machias Savings Bank

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below. \

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future, What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 =Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 (9 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 (67 7

I S

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1
Effort on this application: 1
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e

2 3 4 6 7
2 3 4 5.6) 17
Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teachers help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the

teacher and attached to the application.
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To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Marshall had always expressed interest in being a lawyer. His sense of fairness and
right vs wrong has actually been something that has often come up in parent/teacher
confergnces because as commendable as it is, it has presented challenges in Peer
dynamics. Its great and fitting to see that his interest in law is based in that sense of
defending and protecting and not justin what is viewed as a high profile career. | myself
wanted to be a lawyer at that age, but | just liked arguing. |

The fact that 2 of his grandparents on his father side chose that as a career path is a
great connection to his paternal side, especially since his father passed away.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

| have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

f 2
'I even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

[EH have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
11 am quite sure.
11 think.
1 am not sure.

E"My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “.”

Choose one.
1 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

[ worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

[J 1 have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

[J My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

(1 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

[J I have a fun and engaging first sentence.

(1 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

[J1 have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[ | have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J I have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

O | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[J1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J 1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

X1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

ml | have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
I have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

2 /A i
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Defending people in need

marshall

My favorite number is 36 because it was my dad’s sport number in baseball,
once my mom surprised me with it as a jersey number.

Since I was a wee little lad I've yearned for the courts. I have wanted to be a
lawyer since I was about eight, because two of my grandparents were lawyers. I
always liked defending people, knowing things and proving people wrong

To help me become a lawyer I will read more law books and join debate
teams so I can get practice at arguing, rebuttals, and preparing. I am going to take
AP and honors classes so I get more credit so I can enroll in more classes in
college.

After high school I would like to go to Harvard for Ancient History and
then go to Harvard law then. Then I will join a firm and defend people.

[ interviewed scot Machanic who was a lawyer in massachusetts I asked
him “How did you get started in being a lawyer.” he replied, “I originally want to
be a doctor but my roommates want to be lawyers, and one afternoon they went to
the bar and I had nothing to do so I went along and I immediately fell in love with
the job.” I felt like that was really interesting. I then asked “What education do or
training do ybou need to be a lawyer” he said, “Not much other than law school
and college and you need to pass the bar exam. then some people advertise them
self some work for a company and some join a firm there are all different type” I
felt like that was very interesting I thought that there was only one type of lawyer
but I was wron.It was time to finish it off. I asked “Will Al take over this job?” he
said ,“ Yes but not soon,” which I agreed with. So I said goodbye and thought
about what he said.



I have always loved defending people and this money would help me
achieve the necessary education to become a lawyer. Thank you for your
consideration.



are of Eastern Maine Aspirations Scholarship

Name: PI yeen Salvalore Today’s date 3/10/2.6
Mailing Address: 185 Pr€TTy Marsh Foad
Your city/town: 20/ - ar haf ME Zip Code:__ g 601
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? Eben Salyo-ar, D@ n 14 @  Sulyd] :
What school do you attend? (E What grade are you in? _0 7h_ 7

c
Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? /V\ Se(3 1 NN
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savines Bank
o

Tremont Consolidated School
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be slected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders,

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this carcer? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and alsoidentify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide alink to existing interviews if you are not able to sct up
your own.)



Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1= Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 403 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 7
s e
TR ) S S S

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

category.
Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 (6) 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.
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To the parent or other adult mentor:

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Brycen is very kind and likes helping people. He loves being with friends and family and
being active-playing sports and enjoying outdoor activities. | can see him being involved
with his Dad's businesses and being involved with helping people.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-

specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,

my teacher, and the date.
/

| even spelled my teacher’'s name correctly.

‘jl have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

(J1 think.
[J1am not sure.

E(My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “L.”

Choose &?e.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

Eﬁl have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

E/I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

[41 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

/
[41 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

11 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[]1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

(11 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[ 1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
E;; have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and

gstyle for me.
| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

;
[M1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
I'We explained how they would help me.

| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student B r .}Jr( ri?;/) 5 q lIJ E(t \{’ D ]_g

Teacher b Vi — 3




My Dad’s Work and My Future

Brycen Salvatore

My favorite number is 490,896,904,764,841,786,677 because it looks cool and |
like big numbers. And quintillen sounds like needle.

When | was little,and even today | have hated seeing homeless people on
the side of the street, begging for food and sitting in the cold, with only a
wet jacket and thin pants and walking around. | want to be that person
that helps out others in need. | also want to donate a lot of money some
day to a cancer treatment place. Recently, | unfortunately lost my grandpa
to cancer, and | don't want that to happen to others because it was hard,
painful, and very, very sad. But | will have to wait just a little longer, and
then | will be able to help others. | want to play sports in college, and get a
business degree. My dad owns and is the CEO of 4 hotels, West street,
Harbor Ridge, Regency, and Atlantic Ocean Side. When | do get enough
money, | am going to buy a hotel and turn it into a homeless shelter. Here
the homeless can get in for free, and stay for life, and there will be free
food, and water for life. For other beginner companies | want to donate to
them, and encourage them through the hard challenges.

| want to do these careers because | really like helping people in need. It
always brings me a smile, and seeing other people smile makes me smile. |
didn't want to not do my dads job and just leave it because that's just not
right. He is a hotel manager and someone will need to take over someday. |
want to do my dad's job anyway. | promised my grandpa that | would do
good in life and | would succeed and keep my dad's business running and
not abandon it to do my own thing.

I'm planning to go to the University of Maine and working hard in school
and | will get good grades. | will need to take these college courses,
Financial accounting, business analytics, marketing principles, finance,
and strategic management. They will be helpful because | will need to learn
how to run a business. University of Maine college requires grades from a
3.3 to a 3.5 (Typically B grades). 'm usually a 2 to a 3 person at my school.

Being a business owner will be hard because you will have to do a lot of
math. There will be a lot of stress involved, and it will be hard, but | will like



it because | will know a lot of people, which will be helpful because they
can help me when | need it. The person | interviewed was Eben Salvatore,
he is my dad, and he said that he is a hotel manager, and runs the hotels.
He says that what he finds challenging about this career is that there are
lots of discussions, and which ones come first. What he finds rewarding
about this career is that he can help out others, and that he can also
provide for people. He recommended that | do good in math because he
does a lot of math in his job.

| want to help the homeless, and help out other people, help out other
companies and make peoples day.

Making other people smile makes me smile, and brings me joy. If | won the
scholarship | would use the money to put into the University of Maine. This
is a good career choice for me because | would know a lot of people in Bar
Harbor and | love it. This career really matters to me because my grandpa
died January 27 2026 https://wwwlohud.com/obituaries/pnysi1403310.
Thank you for considering reading my application, and thank you for
thinking about my application. And again, thank you.




HEATHER WERBSTER
i PRINCITAL

MICHHAEL FOURNIER
ARSIRTANT PRINCIAL

3/15/26

Dear Future of Maine College Aspirations Scholarship committee,

It is with pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Brycen. I have had the privilege
of working with Brycen for 7 years in Physical Education classes and as the Athletic Director at
Conners Emerson School.

Brycen is a thoughtful, caring, passionate and determined young man. He really wants to make a
difference in people's lives. Brycen knows how good it feels to help others in need and wants to
one day run his own shelter for the homeless. Brycen is a hard working student in class and tough
competitor on the court. He believes in fairness and wants to do right by people.

I encourage you to strongly consider Brycen for this scholarship. Brycen has a huge heart and
aspires to make a positive difference in the lives of others. If you would like to further discuss
Brycen'’s abilities, please do not hesitate to call me at (207) 460-1218.

Sincerely,

Bryan Dio%

Athletic Director/Physical Education teacher

Conners Emerson School
11 Eagle Lake Road
Bar Harbor ME 04609
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the 12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools: Aspirations Partners:

Conners Emerson School i First National Bank Maine College Circle
Mount Desert Elementary School Machias Savines Bank -
o

Tremont Consolidated School v
Pemetic Elementary School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (o help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.
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To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you lcarned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Wrile about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a carcer that interests you. Please share some of what you learned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern Maine

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

5
7

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4
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To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 (.7'

Effort on this application: Il 2 3 4 5 6 (7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teachers help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

e parent or other adult mentor:
Asylia has been very into sports this year, and trying new things. She also does a lot of
drawing/painting and re-organizing her books and trinkets. While she doesn't like to talk
much about stressors in her life, she does feel that sports and things she enjoys, help
her feel better. She has come out of her shell a lot the past year or so, and is now the
most social of our family! Like many children, Asylia has shown interests in a variety of
different areas and some of them she's even considered as future careers. One that
stands out to me is that she used to want to do something with the environment. She's
mentioned marine biology or something to do with getting rid of the litter problem
around the world. Even though her interest has shifted towards architecture, when |
asked her what kind of dream building she would want to design, she said a recycling

plant. | love that her heart still wants to make a difference in the world, no matter which
career she is pursuing.




Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

[2]1 have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

|:| | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

(31 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
1 am quite sure.

(I think.
[(J1 am not sure.

[ My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I" every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
[J1am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
| worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn't do as well as | could have on this application because

[£11 have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
[ZlMy teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

[ 1 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

[J1 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

[ 1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

L1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[711 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[7] | have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

| have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

/

Signed: Student 712 Jib U
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Architecture

My favorite number is nine because my older sister’s soccer number was nine, and it's

on my birthday date. It was also my soccer number.

When I am older I would like to be an architect because I'm really good at math and I
like to be very creative. I like to draw because it expresses myself and takes my mind off of
stressful things. I would love to use my creativity to design unique and functional houses. 'm
looking forward to overcoming new math challenges so I can prepare myself for a career like
architecture. I first started liking math in elementary school when I got into the gifted and
talented program after showing that I understood tricky problems. I am a good
communicator, which is an important part of being an architect because you want to make

sure you understand what your clients want.

My career choice is an architect, and I think that would be a good job for me because
I’m really good at math, drawing, and being creative. Some classes that I think will be good
for me in high school are: Mathematics, science, visual arts, technical/computer skills, and

humanities and business,

The college I would like to go to is Cornell University in New York. I picked Cornell
because not only has one of my sisters gone there but also because they have a great
architecture program. Overall Cornell is a great school for me. Some classes I'm particularly
interested in are: Representation I: Freehand Architectural Drawing, Structural Concepts
and History of Architecture I. The classes would help me with drawing by hand that I would
use as a tool for the design process, I would learn how to analyze structural systems and lastly,
I would study earliest to more recent times of architecture and come up with themes,

territories and ideas in architecture.

I watched a video of an interview with Mike Sealander from Sealander Architects.
Some things that I learned from the interview were that you have to make sure you have good
communication, you get to manage teams, you spend about 30% of the day drawing, and you
have to go to college and get a degree in architecture. Also, he said that if your drawing skills
are not that good, you can still be an architect. If you enjoy creativity, that’s the most

important thing. One thing I would not enjoy is sitting at a desk most of the day. However, I



would enjoy getting to draw a lot each day. I would also enjoy being able to create my own
building designs. If I could design a building, it would be a recycling center because I want to

help the environment.

In conclusion, I want to be an architect because I'm really good at math and I like to be
very creative. I am looking forward to being able to communicate with new people. If I were
to win the scholarship, I would use the money towards colleges and maybe some drawing
supplies to get me started. Thank you so much for considering my application and reading

my cssay.



HEATHER WEBSTER ConnEers-EMErRSON ScHOOL

PRINCIPAL

i1 Eagle Loke Road
MICHAEL FOURNIER BaeHorbae Mone Dscos
ABSIETANT PRINCIPAL {/91} ‘-3.8_333‘

March 17, 2026

Dear Future of Maine Scholarship Review Committee,

It comes as no surprise to me that Asylia is thinking about becoming an architect! Iwas
Asylia’s 4th grade teacher and, in 4th grade, she was super creative and artistic. It is my pleasure
to recommend Asylia Robledo for the College Aspirations Scholarship.

Asylia has always been a strong math student. Even in 4th grade, she was up for challenges and
persevered on those challenges. She was even creative in her problem solving; often solving
problems in unique ways.

In 4th grade, she was creative and artistic. When given the opportunity, she would show this
creativity through projects, such as drawing, models, etc. This elevated her work and we got the
opportunity to see how she thought about her projects through her art.

Asylia’s strong math ability and her creativity are traits that will serve her well as a student and
architect. I highly recommend her as a College Aspirations Scholarship recipient. Please feel
free to contact me if you have any questions at hdority@mdirss.org.

Regards,
Heather Dority

5th Grade Math Teacher
Conners Emerson School
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

Schools:

Aspirations Partners:
Conners Emerson School .

Mount Desert Elementary School ﬁ;bzh?;as{]g:\?ilni?lgank Maine College Circle
T tC i
remont Consolidated School Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Pemetic Elementary School
Trenton Elementary School

All applications must be received by March 27,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite number and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future, How will the courses help you? And, interview a college* student
about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations, about colleges* that you think might serve you especially well,and also
identify five college* or high school courses that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses help you? Also interview (or
analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please share some of what you leamned from that interview,
including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link to existing interviews if you are not able to set up
your own.)



Future of Eastern

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 =Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7= Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1
Effort on this application: 1
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To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 385 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 6

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

e R A RO
To the parent or other adull mentor-

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Ever since Emerson was a small child he has been fascinated with the cosmos. He
loves to look through telescopes, watch meteor showers, and watch videos about
space. Emerson has always had posters of distant nebulas and galaxies. He has always
wanted to be an astronomer, and we would love to see him pursue his passion.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other carcer-
specific educational programs after high school.
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Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

W1 have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

[J | have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
311 am quite sure.

1 think.
[J1am not sure.

Eﬂ My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I" every time |
write the pronoun “L.”

Choose one.
01 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
E[ | worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

[N | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2
[J My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

[J1 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

[J1 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

[d] | have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

11 have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

m | have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud. :

1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.
El | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.
1 have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[JJ I have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

DJ | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

lﬂ] | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

K1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[ | have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student EM(J,YSO n

G , —

Teacher




Beyond the stars

I love the number five because there are five fingers on each one of our hands and
because I love the great shape it has.

I want to be an astronomer because | love space. | study it a lot. I use telescopes a lot. 1 look
into the stars at night and I've been researching it for a long time. Please let me work for Nasa. I've
been wanting to be an astronomer for a very long time ever since | was six. | want to find new
planets and study more about the universe. | want to know more about the universe.

I also should be an astronomer because I am also very good at knowing what kind a planet is
like if it's a gas planet or not so that's another reason I should be an Astronomer so I think [ will
have to go to college for about eight years to work at Nasa and become an Astronomer. To prepare
to go to college in high school I will need to go to classes like chemistry, astronomy, math and
physics to become an astronomer. | would need to study math to know how big a planet is. | would
also need to study physics to know what a planet's atmosphere is like and | would need to study
chemistry to determine if a planet is a solid, liquid, or a gas planet.

To be an Astronomer I need to study planets, black holes, The universe, and much more
about space. | will need to take classes about astronomy and I will need to take classes about
science. I will also need to study math to become an Astronomer. | want to go to the University of
Maine because it is close and | will get a chance to go to all of the classes | want to go to like
astronomy, chemistry, physics, and math. [ want to go to the planetarium in the University of Maine
because I could learn more about planets.

[ watched an interview of John Haley at the University of Maine's planetarium.
He uses the planetarium in south Portland to teach more about stars. He says that the star next to
the bid dipper exploded 80 years ago. He did not originally want to be an astronomer, he originally
wanted to be a scientist.

Being an Astronomer is a good choice for me because [ have always been interested in space.
I use telescopes. I researched about it and | originally wanted to be an Astronaut but [ believe being
an Astronomer is a better choice because | can study more and learn more. Thank you, nasa.

You need to have the same fonts
More commas to extend your paragraphs



March 19, 2026
To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing in support of Emerson Brasher in his application for the Future of Maine
Aspirations Scholarship and his endeavor to become an astronomer. Emerson joined our school
this fall, and he has proven to be a highly creative student. He is also a skilled writer, especially
in creative writing.

While | have only known Emerson for a short while now, | know for certain that he is a
good kid who has a significant interest in space and the worlds beyond our own. | read his plan
for college, and it looks like he has thought hard about this career choice. | think Emerson would
make a great employee at NASA, or wherever else he chooses to study space, whether it be a
university, a planetarium, or a private company. | sincerely hope he accomplishes his goal, and |
enthusiastically endorse him for this scholarship.

Sincerely

y

2

Michael Newman

5/6 Social Studies
Conners Emerson School
Bar Harbor, Maine



