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How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? | How many times have you earned this scholarship? ﬁlj_

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at wiwsw.mainecollegecircle.org. If you eamn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to earn over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

i;:h(;:mls: _— v Sehool Aspirations Partners:
adawaska Elementary School i Oallsoe Cirele
Madawaska Middle High School Maine Colicge Circle
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and‘attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

I. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruitand why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school, Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 3: Your College™ Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help .
you? And. interview a college* student about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you leamed from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)
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Future of $t. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. | = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7= Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 12 3 4 5) 7
Effort on this application: I 2 3 4 5 6 !f?)

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

category.
Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 (7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 6 a

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and antached to the application.

ult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

(M | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

\@I have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
1 am not sure.

\E] My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “|” every time |
write the pronoun “l.”

Choose one.
l am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

\@ I have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
N My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

L3I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

QI have a fun and engaging first sentence.

31 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

Q.] | have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

(11 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4 -
[g"lhhé\}e written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.
\@ | have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.
| have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my

aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[J I have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[ 1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student E—- l l \__0__’\_/_ %e( V\G\ '{\:\t
Teacheu[\"\\_@;ﬁ,-(k CQ\’\\QL)&%{}L -




My Trucking Llfe
By Elliot Bechard

Cantouple is my favorite fruit. I like how it is juicy and sweet. I heard about fruit pizza
and I"d like to try with cantaloupe

My dream career is to be a truck driver. I want to do long hauls but stay in the state of
Maine. | think I would be good at it because I have experience with trucks because I have driven
in the woods. I would be good at this because I like it. [ have experience and | want to learn more
about it.

[ am planning to attend the St. John Valley Tech Center. Some of the classes I need to
take are OSHA. 10 hour training, and J.J. Keller Entry Level Training course. I also need to take
a written test to earn my class A or B. I am excited to drive on the obstacle course. I learned from
my interview that with a CDL license you can drive a truck or a semi that exceeds 26,001
pounds. I also learned you start with zero points, but if you get a ticket, you receive points. If
you get too many points. you lose your license. | will do my best to follow the laws and work
hard in school.

I am excited about jumping into my trucking career. The St. John Valley Tech School has
all the courses that I need. I am super excited that I can start this program in high school. It
would make me proud to follow in dad’s steps and be a long haul truck driver. When you see a

logging truck driving down the road it might just be me!






As Elliott Bechard’s 4th grade teacher, I have had the pleasure of seeing him grow into a
positive, hardworking. and motivated student. Elliott consistently brings a great attitude to the
classroom and approaches each day with a willingness to learn and improve. He is dedicated to
doing his best, even when faced with challenges. and shows perseverance in all that he does.
Elliott has a clear vision for his future. with a strong dream of becoming a logging trucker, and
his determination to reach that goal is truly admirable. His work ethic. positive mindset, and
commitment to learning will serve him well as he continues to pursue his dreams. I am confident

that Elliott will make a meaningful impact in whatever path he chooses.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort — effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you eam this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to earn over $3000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

i;:zi‘dn?:ﬁska - S Aspirations Partners:
aw ementary Schoo e e
Madawaska Middle High School Maine College Circle
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure o put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Appl ication Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruitand why?
2. And, please respond to the prompl that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the f uture? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Futuré.of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4;) Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future, How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College® Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you learned from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)



2016

Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:

Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. I = Your level of effort is minimal .3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 4 6

Effort on this application: I 2 4 6

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Quistanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

fd

fd
o

>

Effort in school: I 2 3 4 5
3 4 7

6
Effort on this application: 1 2 5 6
Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed. and must be signed by the student and the

teacher and antached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor-
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Natalise Cyris a compassionate and resilient go-getter with big dreams of becoming a teacher, From a
v yOUNE age, iNatalise couid be found piaying scnhooi and making iesson plans for her brothers.

Natalise consistently encourages and guides those around her. Her kindness and compassion make her
someone people are naturally drawn to. When challenges arise, she seeks solutions or asks the
necessary questions to overcome them, an approach very important in the real world, no matter the
profession. Natalise always strives to do her best and works diligently to improve her skills in whatever
she undertakes. These characteristics are sure to make her an amazing teacher someday.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

M | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

[J1 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spell|i£jg on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.
CJ1 think.
J1 am not sure.

[ My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose gne.
N1 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

[J | worked fairly hard on this application.
[]1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

Efl | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

EI_My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

El/i have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

(11 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

E71 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

[4| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
11 have written about my aspirations for my future,

L1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

(41 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

I have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

U1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

LJ1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

L1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

L1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student WMAL ( gm-
TeacheM .’ﬁr\\(J‘UL.U\ bvaULh B—Q




Teaching In The Future!

By: Natalise Cyr

I like strawberries because they are sweet and healthy. I dislike peppers, they taste bitter. |
haven’t tried them cooked. maybe I'd like them then.

Okay. class. sit down and settle in. we have some interesting things to talk about today.
[ think I"d be a great teacher because I really like helping others. I would like to teach 2nd grade.
[ like teaching my family and friends. When [ teach my brothers | teach them real things. I think
teaching is an amazing job because you get to help kids and they can learn. | am great at math
and | would be a good math teacher because I've been learning a lot of skills over the past couple
of years

Learning is important so you can be successful and smart. Safety is also important
because you need to know how to deal with things and help kids out. Some of the courses [ am
looking forward to taking are. Teaching mathematics in the elementary school. Teaching reading
in elementary school. I would like to take directed student teaching. Exceptionality. Teaching
social studies in elementary school. I am looking forward to being the best teacher. and doing my
best to pass all my courses. I learned that I have to be a good student and work hard in all of my
courses. | am going to be strongly invested in my learning to earn A’s. | learned from the

interview that you need to teach but teach in a fun and interesting way.

I am preparing now for my future. | look forward to attending the University of
Connecticut. | feel strongly that with my dedication to my learning. helping others and

continuing to learn that I will be ready for any challenges and adventures that my future holds.



['m confident with my education that [ can become a great teacher, creating a fun and engaging

learning environment.



Natalise Cyr is a bright, kind. and highly motivated 4th grade student who is deeply invested in
her learning. She consistently works hard to stay on task and puts great effort into doing her very
best on every assignment. Natalise holds herself to high standards and takes pride in striving for
excellence in all that she does. She is also incredibly helpful and caring toward her classmates.
always contributing positively to our classroom community. Natalise has a clear passion for her
future as an elementary teacher. often using her imagination to play “school™ with her peers and
family as she practices the skills she will one day use in her own classroom. Her dedication,

strong work ethic, and love of learning make her truly deserving of this scholarship opportunity.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *“12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you eam this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eamn over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

i‘c;:!uols;s]{a Hiemmemary Sclcl Aspirations Partners:
aw ementary Schoo ¥ Jlle ircle
Madawaska Middle High School Mainie Callnge Cirde
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach

it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or carcers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and carcer aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a pas Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you learned.

Grade 5: Your College® Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also idenafy five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities hielp
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college™ and to a carcer and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College*® Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you bestas
you pursue your carcer aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you learned from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
10 existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)
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Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. I = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: I 2 3 4 35 6
Effort on this application: I 2 3 4 5 6

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

category.
Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 (3
Effort on this application: I 2 3 4 5 6 C

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor:"

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.
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* Maine C. ollege Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and Sour-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-

\spertﬁc educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

(\ | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

C11 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application'is perfect . .. (choose one)
£11 am quite sure.
&Y | think.

J1 am not sure.

MMy grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
‘I am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
L1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn't do as well as | could have on this application because

.l have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
QMy teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

gl have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

3@4 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

ml- have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

@ have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
U1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

G_rade 4
@1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.
mllhave identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
expfained why | think they would be good for me.
U{,ﬁiave interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

(]I have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J I have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my

aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

L1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

L1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.
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Nurse Jemma
By Jemma Desjardins

Cucumbers are my very favorite vegetable. | like eating them with a sprinkle of salt. I
also like them in my salad with no dressing.

[ would like to be a pediatric surgical nurse because I like to help kids. A pediatric
surgical nurse helps kids after they are done with surgery. I feel I would be good at this because |
like to. Help kids to feel better. I want to help them not be scared before and after surgery. I want
to do this for a career because | went through two surgeries and my pediatric surgical nurse made
me feel comfortable and not scared. This is what inspired me to follow this career path. The
college I would like to go to is the University of Maine at Presque Isle. Some classes I will take
are Human Anatomy and Physiology. General Microbiology, Pharmacology. General
Psychology. and Introduction to Professional Nursing. | interviewed Ms. Joanne. | asked her if
she helped in surgery or after surgery? She said yes. I also asked her what her scariest moment
was at work. She said when someone is on the edge of dying, I also asked her what school she
would recommend. She said UMFK. I also asked her “Is it hard to draw blood?” She said "“’No,
it is fun.” My last question was what is the most difficult thing in nursing? Her response when a
patient is dying™. The best school for me is UMPI. When I grow up [ would like to be a pediatric

surgical nurse. I can help children before surgery and after.



Jemma Desjardins is an exceptional fourth-grade student whose hard work and dedication to her
learning truly stand out. She consistently gives her best effort in everything she does. showing
perseverance even when tasks are challenging. Jemma is also a kind and thoughtful friend who is
always willing to help her classmates. making her a positive role model in the classroom. Her
enthusiasm for learning shines through each day. and she already has exciting goals for her
future. Jemma dreams of attending college to become a pediatric surgical nurse, where she can
help care for children and make a meaningful difference in their lives. With her strong work
ethic. compassion. and determination. there is no doubt that Jemma will achieve her goals and

continue to make those around her proud.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe
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Name: E:}('l'f‘\r, QH lowé Today’s date -2 P‘_26
Mailing Adaress:_ 2 5] U9 RE |

Your city/town: __{~ 1 © h(’_"\\zi“& 4 IME  ZipCode: oy i Ii )
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? C h rl c_ff' Qg?d Cr iowt

What school do you attend? DY levesy f{{ 4 € What grade are you in? _'_’l__

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? Mre. MO i g COnhArraeé

How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? _f How many times have you earned this scholarship? JL

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort — effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you eamn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

i;:h(;mls: o s s o Aspirations Partners:
adawaska Elementary Schoo! ; s
Madawaska Middle High School Maine College Circle
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources 10 help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach

it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And. interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College® Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you, Please
share some of what you learned from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)



2026

Future of $t. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 12 3 4
Effort on this application: I 2 3

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low.7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.
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Effort in school: 1 2 3 4
Effort on this application: I 2 3 4

n

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheel of paper.
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

(M | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

I even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

(11 have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
™M1 am quite sure.
L1 think.

J1am not sure.

(M My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
[\ | am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
L1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

- M1 have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
0\ My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

. @ I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

M have a fun and engaging first sentence.

M| have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

A1 have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

L1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
(11 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

™M | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

M I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

M | have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J 1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my

aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
(1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

(11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[JI have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

L1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student 5( ( A[/_‘ Q‘H\ - ,O'V\/(D
Teacher."'\i{_\(l\&w Q_CM,&AL& _




Cosmotologist
By Scarlett Lowe

My favorite fruit is watermelon, because it is juicy on the inside and out. On a hot and
sunny day eating watermelon is so refreshing.

| love doing makeup because it's fun and since | was four years old | got some makeup
and | drew on my dolls. | regret doing that but | got better at it and I've been putting makeup on
my friends. I've been braiding and curling my doll's hair.

| got a doll that you can clip to the table. You can do anything with it . You can do her
hair, you can put make-up on, and paint her nails. When | am older | want to help people when
they are bald or need help with their hair. | want to make it work and for all the people that don't
have hair. | am going to make it work so they will have hair and for the people that have long
hair. For the people with long hair and want to cut it, they can donate their hair for cancer
patients. They take their hair and make wigs. | enjoy doing other people's hair and it makes me
feel good when | see how happy they are when they have a makeover. | think this is the perfect
career for me. | like to make people happy and feel good about themselves.

| am excited about my future and attending Empire Beauty School in Bangor. | really like
this college. After | researched it and saw all the cool things | will learn and be able to practice,
makes me get really excited to start in my career in helping people to feel good about
themselves.



As Scarlett Lowe’s teacher, | have had the pleasure of watching her grow into a dedicated and
compassionate student with outstanding work habits. She consistently approaches her learning
with focus, responsibility, and a strong desire to do her best. Scarlett is kind and supportive to
those around her, always willing to lend a helping hand or offer encouragement to her
classmates. Her creativity shines through in her work. especially when she is given opportunities
to express herself in unique and thoughtful ways. Scarlett has a clear passion for pursuing a
career in cosmetology. and her attention to detail. artistic ability, and caring nature make her
especially well-suited for this field. I am confident that she will continue to work hard and make

a positive impact on others as she follows her goals.

Best regards,

Mrs. Marie Conarroe
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort 1o reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the "1 2 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at wwsw.mainecollegecircle.org. If you eamn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to cam over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

Schools: reats i
Madawaska Elementary School &g;zaggﬂziag?‘;zs.
Madawaska Middle High School =

Dr. Levesque Elementary School >

“Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruitand why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Wla\\*hat you learned from this interview. .

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
Q'e]{? Given your interestS T carcer aspirations, which Cottege* Or colleges miglit be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational

opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College® Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your gouls for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Patlway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analvze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you leared from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)
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Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 S’Q
Effort on this application: I 2 3 4 5 6 \7)

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low.7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

category.

Effort in school: 1 23 45 6 @)

Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 6 (71
N

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adulf mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and Jour-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.
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Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

Iﬂfl have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

[S?ﬁhave written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spellli%g on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
1 am not sure.

t\_z‘ My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

Mave rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
y teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

[ | have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

E(I have a fun and engaging first sentence.

@I/hav provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something

| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
U1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[11 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
L1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4
Mill have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
%Euained why | think they would be good for me.

I have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

L1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.

U1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

(11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.
[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

(11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student _ 4 >

Teacher L\”\/\ \LrL\L L C‘/\?},}lalbwré? _




My Gymnastic Life

By Bella Martin

Cucumbers are one of my favorite vegetables. Because pickles are made of cucumbers,
and I love pickles. [ could eat them all day long everyday.

"All right you can do this Bella’ said coach Aimee Boorman. This is what I want to hear
one day.I love doing gymnastics because 1 really like to do flips and tricks. | also like to do
cartwheels and try new things. It is so fun! I love to do gymnastics every day.

I think that gymnastics is an amazing sport and maybe you should try it one day.You might end
up loving it as much as me! If you like to work out and fly in the air then this is the perfect sport
for you! I think gymnastics is an amazing sport for me because [ am a great gymnast,l haven’t
been in gymnastics or been coached. I learned everything by myself!

[n my interview I learned I need to have a back-up career. My back-up career is
cosmetology.l found a college that interests me and has both career fields I want to do. My
interviewer told me how important it is to go to a college that has the courses and a gymnastics
team that [ like. She also told me to research and have a plan and have fun. She explained that I
need to keep up with my gymnastics so when I graduate I can try-out for the team.

After researching and my interview I learned that practicing can be challenging but I need
it so [ can be successful. I work hard in school which helps me be prepared for college. I also
want to coach to help other kids make their dreams come true. I think the University of Utah fits

my dream of becoming a gymnast and a Cosmetology technician.



Bella Martin is an incredibly dedicated and hardworking 4th grade student who brings both heart
and determination to everything she does. She is kind. helpful. and always willing to support
those around her. making her a positive presence in the classroom. Bella shows outstanding
commitment to her learning. consistently putting forth her best effort and taking pride in her
work. Outside of school. she practices diligently to achieve her dream of becoming a
professional gymnast, demonstrating perseverance and strong self-discipline. She also has a
thoughtful back-up plan of becoming a cosmetologist, showing maturity and foresight about her
future. Bella’s drive, compassion. and dedication to her goals make her truly deserving of this

scholarship opportunity.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe
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$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at wwsw.mainecollegecircle.org. If you earn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $35000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

Schools: fo i .
Madawaska Elementary School ::;::1?3232 Ed{f::::'[s
Madawaska Middle High School g
Di..Levesque Elementary School>

isdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
I. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruitand why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or carcers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And. interview a college™ student about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person ina field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you leamed from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)
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Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. | = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

th
~]

Effort in school: 1 2
Effort on this application: 1 2 3

= =
N
~J

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low.7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

h

Effort in school: 1
Effort on this application: 1

SO T S

3 4
4

6 @
3 6

Q
Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations

Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

5

the 'aen e adult em

Please add comments 1o support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

j I " i i \ , \ , .
ﬂkd’ig: L ﬂ - C{ -"_ ViQy AL G wel Ao o A e g

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and Sour-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Grade 3
[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[J1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and

%?yle for me.

have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

\'gl | have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

UJ | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

UJ 1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my

aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

L1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

11 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student _ ]BY U) ’£“ ) l!\ o Qg;hqj;‘___
Teagher &_{\_\_(\g_k;% (j( ﬂ\\CLi‘f_)\.,ﬁ*gﬁ___




Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

(M I have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher's name correctly.

\El I'have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spaling on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
01 am not sure.

\Ei My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one.
I am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
01 worked fairly hard on this application.
L1 didn't do as well as | could have on this application because

gyave rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
Eyyteacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
myzspirations for the future.

l,have a fun and engaging first sentence.

m/ihave provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
aboutmy interest.

I H have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Trains
By Austin Ouellette

Watermelon is my favorite fruit because it's so sweet and very very juicy. | like to eat
watermelon for a snack on a hot summer day.

My dream is to be a train conductor that hooks up the train cars. I'll be good at it
because I'm good at hooking up toy trains.

I would like to go to NMCC to become a train conductor. Some courses | have to take
are Introduction to Conductor Service, Conductor Mechanical Operation, Conductor Service
General Operation, General Code Of Operation Rules and the Conductor Field Application
course.

| learned from my interview and videos how important safety is. There are a lot of
dangerous things that you have to fix. My favorite thing to do is hooking up the train cars. |
learned that it is hard work, but it looks fun and | can't wait to work on trains and be a train
conductor.



Austin Ouellette is a fun. kind, and hardworking 4th grade student who consistently puts forth
his best effort in everything he does. He is actively invested in his learning and approaches each
task with a positive attitude and determination to succeed. Austin is a thoughtful classmate who
contributes to a supportive and encouraging classroom environment. He has a clear interest in
becoming a train conductor and is already beginning to think about and prepare for his future
path. With his strong work ethic, curiosity, and enthusiasm. | am confident that Austin will
continue to grow and achieve his goals, making him a wonderful candidate for this scholarship

opportunity.

Best regards,

Mrs. Marie Conarroe




ature of St. John Valley Aspirations Schol

WL

Name: '\X ¥ -&«jv l :p ﬂ (-0 d !: \(\ Today’s date ="
Mailing Address: p“"} \R Q X Ll ]

Your city/town: Fr‘@ \h(\ A V': f }er IV\‘Q Zip Code: Ol_rt 2 é;}:ﬁ
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? B\Q‘Q ! \1 *\_ 0 ‘:’T'{-"‘ { d -.: =
What school do you attend? Dr.leves () i1+ Whatgrade are you in?

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? N\(‘ '~,*.J }\:\n 8 ( ana (b€
How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? == How many times have you earned this scholarship? __t

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in com munities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you eam this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

:;chdools: - Setioil Aspirations Partners:
adawaska Elementary Schoo o oo Ci
Madawaska Middle High School Maine College Circle
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be slected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.

. T —
To the applicant: ' '

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What carcer or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Youwr College™ Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college® student about their pathway through college® and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
hare some of what you leamed from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide alink
existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)



2026

Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. I = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 @ 7

=
B I I v ——_

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 6
Effort on this application: 12 3 4 /@ 7

S

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship.
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

Dol Dhes o, draoimss Joo - = o CN, o
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Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet pf papg
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

E{have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

@I/even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

| have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelllggéw this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.
OJ1 think.

[J1 am not sure.

on are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

[0 My grammar and punctuati
capitalize “I” every time |

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even
write the pronoun “.”

Choose one.
11 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

(1 have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

[J My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

1 have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

[J1 have a fun and engaging first sentence.

[J1 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

1 have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
L1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[11 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

L1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4
I'have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and

lifestyle for me.
ave identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why [ think they would be good for me.

| have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

L1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
(11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Soed i)
Signed: Student oA j/ U] AL



Growing Up to Farm
Saul Paradis

We farm yellow potatoes. They are the best potatoes ever! My favorite way to eat them
is mashed with sour cream, butter, salt and pepper.

My great Pepre Raoul started our family farm in 1958. My dad grew up on the farm and
now | am. | have learned by watching my dad and pepre how to load pallets of potatoes and
sometimes after my pepre plants the seeds with the seeder. My dad and | will spray the fields
with the huge sprayer. | like working on the farm and | think with my experience with my family,
that | would be good at farming. | have many mentors to help me learn and help me in college.

Some of the most important things | learned from my interview are about the importance
of crop care, bug control, and disease control. Potatoes can get blight, which kills the crop. |
learned that the GPS is one of the important tools for a farmer. It can map out the fields and do
repeat passes perfectly. | also learned that hands-on work helps me to understand how a
machine or tool works. And college helps me with the business part of farming. Another
important machine that | learned from my interview is the sprayer. The sprayer has many uses.
It is used for fertilization, bug control, and disease control. My interview also told me that
sprayers can cost $350,000. The best advice my interviewer shared with me was to keep
working with my family and when | go to college to be engaged and work hard so | can be a
good farmer.

As a fourth generation farmer, | learned that farming is not just farming, it is a business. |
think it is important for my path as a future farmer to keep working on the farm with my dad and
pepre and when | graduate | will go to college and continue working on the farm.



Saul Paradis is a wonderful 4th grade student who brings joy and energy to the classroom with
his fun, silly personality while also showing how smart and dedicated he truly is. He is deeply
invested in his learning and works incredibly hard on his assignments, always striving to do his
best. Saul has a strong sense of purpose as he prepares for his future as a fourth-generation potato
farmer, proudly following in the footsteps of his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He IS
already very knowledgeable about farming and is eager to keep learning, often asking thoughtful
questions and helping out on the farm whenever he can. Saul understands the importance of
education and how it will support his future success. His strong work ethic, curiosity, and
dedication to both school and his future make him a truly deserving candidate for this

scholarship.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe




~uture of St. John Valley Aspirations Schola
N.une B 0% F{f [ert f’UH’ | T;dagr’sl;latn;-fz/ 7 b/ Zé f'

Mailing Address: 239 Mon S#t

Your city/town: S 1( Aj a Hff&\ . M F Zip Code: (? Y /ﬂ c-}
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? T{ f( [ O r’) r o [

What school do you attend? ) 1 |2V SGLL What grade areyouin?

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? M g ; M 1P C/ QAT I DE.
How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? J_ How many times have you earned this scholarship? _l__

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort -- effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you earn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $3000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

Schools: i
rtners:

Madawaska Elementary School :,-ﬁ:,?ggﬁziacir;?

Madawaska Middle High School =

Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:
Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets off paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher,

I. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?

2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student aboul their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about vour interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College™ Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you learned from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)



2026

Future of $t. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7= Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: I 2 3
Effort on this application; I 2 3 4

=
o Ln
o O
O

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low.7 = Outstanding. Please circle one munber in each
category.

Effort in school: 1
Effort on this application: I

[ I B

3 4
3 4

5 6

i
(=

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Jocelin is ve dedicated whatever she daﬂs SNe can be
\ferg hj wiich T peliewe s wh; She Is c{mwr\ T8 animals

./H-C [0\/6) o learn aboud anwmals and has g passion

for helpim q-

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

Bi"(l have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

M I even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

ljl have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelﬁéljg on this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
LJ1am not sure.

/
My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “|.”

Choose one.
@1 am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
L1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J 1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

Eﬁ have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
E’fMy teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future,

E{I have a fun and engaging first sentence.

Eé I have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

[‘Iﬁi have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
(11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

O have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.
[11 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

‘Grade 4
| have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

| have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.
Efﬁ have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

(J | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J 1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[J I have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

(11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student _!LQCJJE f’_tC —~ i-' " j Jﬁ&-—@;(ﬁd%

Teachu \( ‘Liull N CZ\L@; AR
SAR AV




Practicing responsibility and caring is a big part of becoming a great vet. Lastly. in my interview
I learned the worst disease that a cat can get is Feline Leukemia Virus. It can make a cat’s
immune system very weak, which means they can get sick more easily. Sadly. there is no cure for
it right now, but vets can help cats live longer and more comfortable lives with good care. The
good news is that there is a vaccine to help protect cats from getting it!

The best part of being a vet is seeing them get better. That's what a vet said. | believe in

myself to go and do what [ want. I hope you get to do what you want.



Jocelin Perreault is a truly hardworking and dedicated student who consistently strives to do her
very best. She is kind. respectful, and always willing to help others. making her a positive role
model in the classroom. Jocelin has a clear passion for becoming a small animal veterinarian,
and she actively works to learn as much as she can about caring for animals and preparing for her
future. Her curiosity. compassion, and strong work ethic set her apart. and she approaches her
goals with determination and enthusiasm. | am confident that Jocelin has the drive and heart
needed to succeed and make a meaningful difference in the lives of animals and those who care

for them.

Best regards,

Mrs. Marie Conarroe
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Future of St. John Valley Aspirations Scholar:

Name: I<at £l ) n P fﬁ € 'er, Today’s date L’i U\”G)
Mailing Address: 14 | Aal ) 5T

“Your city/town: S+-. A g [} T hay P N E Zip Code: &, [ E ; Q—'
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? M £ r}-ﬁ n Pl- n {_)LT £

What school do you attend? Dr. Levesagi A‘Q‘.Whal gradeareyouin? -
Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? M Ur 5 . M d I, l\ €. ¢ on vy o ;
How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? _\ How many times have you earned this scholarship? _Q

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the * 12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources” at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you carn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

f;::(;mls: o iermeriarsidioni Aspirations Partners:
awaska Elementary Schoo o yoe Circle
Madawaska Middle High School MglusiKaliggeCinie
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources 0 help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

- T ——
To the applicant: : ==

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway 1o and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Oprions. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college* student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school, Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College® Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well.and also identity five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college* and 10 a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College® Pathway and Bevond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you leamed from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able 1o set up your own.)



2026

Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant: ,
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. | = Your level of effort i/s,mi/ninm]. 3 =Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

e

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4
Effort on this application; 1 2 3 4

..
To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

non

category.
Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5.0 7
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Complered Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.



Grade 3
[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future.
(1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would

make me proud.
[J1I have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4
ET | have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and

tyle for me
B)T have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.
L7_’h have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6
(11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and

lifestyle for me.
[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[(J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
(1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student J\f/L/T{ \ )
TeacherM\CM ( "ONGIT.




Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

O | have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

| even spelled my teacher's name correctly.

IEI/have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelﬁgﬁgon this whole application is perfect . .. (choose one)
| am quite sure.

L1 think.
U1 am not sure.

My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I"” every time |
write the pronoun “I.”

Choose one, -
[I}l/am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
U1 worked fairly hard on this application.
L1 didn't do as well as | could have on this application because

D«f’have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

E{have a fun and engaging first sentence.

Ma\re provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

L_J/i have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Singing Dream
By Katelin Pinnette

Dragonfruit is a unique fruit with a cool name. Dragonfruit is sweet like candy and it is
good for you. That’s why it’s my favorite!

[ want to be a singer when I grow up. You get a lot of money and | am good at singing.
My Grandma was a singer and she was good. She said if she could be a young girl again, she
would be a singer, again. If you are a singer you have a lot of friends.

Some of the classes I have to take are Music Literature and Applied Music Lessons. The
courses | am excited to take are Advanced sight Singing and Ear Training. I am really excited to
do is the singing and performing. What I learned from my interview is that you have to work
hard and practice a lot. Some classes seemed exciting and | saw some looked challenging. I am
preparing for college with going to vocal lessons. practicing singing, watch videos to help me

know what it is like. I am excited for my future!



Katelin Pinette is a hardworking and kind fourth grade student who dreams of becoming a singer
and entertainer. She shows great dedication by always trying her best and putting effort into
everything she does, especially when it comes to practicing and improving her singing. Katelin
has a big heart and is a wonderful friend to her classmates, always ready to help others and bring
a smile to their faces. She is also very helpful in the classroom, supporting both her teacher and
her peers whenever she can. With her positive attitude. strong work ethic, and passion for

performing, Katelin is well on her way to becoming an amazing entertainer in the future.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe



Future of St. John Valley Aspirations Scho

Name: A\/ A &a(’kﬂ, Today’s date 3 "a 3= A6
Mailing Addpess: 25 Charttr. Mail Rd. APY Q0|

Your city/town: be\' KQI’\-\F Zip Code: _QLP}_L{B
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? _Tj.ﬂgssf, R@&bf SR,

What school do you attend? _u: SAQM What grade are you in? ﬁi
Your teacher’s name (spelled con*ec?ly)? MRS . COY\ aff 06’

How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? _\_ How many times have you earned this scholarship? 0O

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips” under
“Informational Resourees™ at wsyw.mainecollegecircle.org. If you earn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

i::hdools: G s s Aspirations Partners:
adawaska Elementary Schoo ar GarelE
Madawaska Middle High School Maine College Circle
Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10,2026, ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources (o help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure 10 put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and
the teacher.

I. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Oprions. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit vour interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college™ student about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College*™ Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you learned from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
10 existing interviews if you are not able (o set up your own.)



0L

Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal, 3 = Adequate. 7 =Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 3

Effort on this application: 1 2 3 4 5 &6

To the teacher:

Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Low.7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

category.
Effort in school: I 2 3 4 5 6 \
Effort on this application: 12 4 5 6

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed. and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the or other adult mentor-
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.
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* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and Jour-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.
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Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

@/(have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

E{I even spelled my teacher's name correctly.

é | have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
J1 am not sure.

QJMy grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “l.”

Choose gwe.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J 1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

d] | have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
[j My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

&[ have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
r%v aspirations for the future.

| have a fun and engaging first sentence.

vd]l have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

d]l have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

O1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

L1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4
QEI have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
[gstyle for me.

I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
egplained why | think they would be good for me.

I have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

[11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.

L11 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[J1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student m
Teacherw\@)u—r& C\C\Y\aqbﬁ_/(\\‘Q




Nail Tech
By Ava Reese

My favorite fruit is Strawberries because they are juicy and sweet. I like them with fluff or whip
cream. | like making strawberry Ice cream.

When I grow up I want to be a Nail technician, and I want to own my own salon.

To be a nail tech I need to go to cosmetology school. I like doing nails because it is fun and a
good way to help people express themselves. Cosmetology School is different from regular
college. To be a nail tech in the state of Maine I need to complete three hundred hours of a
training program . I'll like to go to Empire Beauty School in Bangor Maine. Here I will take
classes like nail technology bases. nail art and design. Gel and Acrylic application and sanitation
and safety practices. It will also teach me about client consultation and communication. All of
these classes will help me achieve my dreams of being a nail technician.

[ interviewed a high school student who is currently taking courses for nail technician at
the same school I want to attend. My biggest challenge I learned from my interview was tehre
are many students and not many instructors. You also learn about sanitation and what you need
to know to pass the exams. The rest comes from you and your own learning and engagement and
practice. | am excited to start my schooling and start my future career. [ am working on my path
by practicing on my friends' nails and my own. I watch videos and look at magazines that have
examples of nail work.

I would like to attend Empire Beauty School in Bangor. I want to become a great nail
tech and then own my own nail salon one day. I look forward to creating beautiful nails in my

own nail salon.



Ava Reese is a kind-hearted and hardworking student who always strives to do her very best. She
shows determination by pushing through challenges. even when things become difficult, and is
not afraid to ask for help when she needs it. Ava is also a strong advocate. not only for herself
but for her friends who may need support. demonstrating both courage and compassion. Her
positive attitude and willingness to grow set her apart as a dedicated learner and a caring
individual. With her strong character and thoughtful nature. Ava has all the qualities needed to
accomplish wonderful things in her life, especially in the career path she has chosen, which truly

reflects her generous heart and personality.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe



Future of St. John Valley Aspirations Schol

Name: 'n)JT\A Pﬂ SC‘LIC L'{ Today’s date
Mailing Address: ILIO /V\.U\Jﬂ J\-{ S €€ <
Your city/town: %“‘ - ZipCode:Q[I 7[ 2
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? J | @J{){J/

What school do you attend? 2T, Leve s QUC_“Q grade are you in?
' 4 | (1 T ( o of 1A

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? ( mm [n T = OnNaG / o€

How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past'\@ How many times have you earned this scholarship? ﬂ

H

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the *“12 Tips” under
“Informational Resources”™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you earn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to eam over $5000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

Schools: i
Aspirations Partners:

Madawaska Elementary School s syp[Tire

Madawaska Middle High School Maipio Collge Gircle

Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10,2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of

prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach

it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed ChecKlists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.

1. Inexaclly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruitand why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great carcer for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you learned from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College™ Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What career or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college* or colleges might be especially good for you? And, interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school o college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 5: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college* or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college* and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school mi ght serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you leamed from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that career. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews if you are not able to set up your own.)



2026

Future of St. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one munber in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 Qj
Effort on this application: I 2 3 .4 5 6)

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. | = Low. 7 = Outstanding. Please circle one number in each

category.
Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 62
Effort on this application; 1 2 3 4 35 6 (i'!

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be helpful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher’s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separgte sheet of paper. g i e
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Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

| have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

| have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
| am quite sure.

1 think.
[J1 am not sure.

My grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end

sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the gronoun “l.”

Choose opge.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.
[J1 worked fairly hard on this application.
1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.
\ y teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

| have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports

\

my aspirations for the future.

E;] have a fun and engaging first sentence.

have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
ahout my interest.

_ | have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3
L1 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

(11 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4

I haye written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
litestylg for me.

ve identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

| have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | leamed.

Grade 5

11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

L1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

U1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.

L1 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

[J1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.

[11 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student CAVMC {\

e M\ i Conienint




| Want to be a Welder

By Camden Soucy

[ cut up watermelon in triangle slices and ate them up. It is refreshing and sweet on a hot
summer day. Watermelon is my favorite.

The spark for welding started when my brother showed me how to weld. and I thought it
was pretty cool. Welding provides a unique life because you learn important and helpful skills.
You also have opportunities to travel. | learned from my interview that some companies send you
all over the United States to work on different jobs. I also like to make things. The sparks are
cool!

The school I picked is the St. John Valley Tech Center. I know all the types of welding
such as gas welding, stick, and Mig. The things you can do as a welder are assembler, tack
welder, artistic welder, sculpture fabricator welder, welding machine operator, welding engineer,
underwater welding production, welding construction, welding inspector, tig and mig welding.
You have to pre-plan stuff before you go to a job. Sometimes you get bored and build
something. You can weld metal pipes for people. Some welders locate and some travel to
different places for their jobs. Another fact is that if you don't wear a welding helmet you can
really damage your eyes if you keep not wearing one. you could be blind. I further researched
types of metal that you cannot weld with. One metal creates a poisonous gas called zinc oxide
fumes. Metals that are sprayed with brake cleaner cannot be welded because it creates a
phosgene gas. which is fatal. These are important to know to be a safe welder.

My future means a lot to me. | am preparing for my future by working hard in school,
having a positive attitude. helping others and learning about welding as much as I can. I will

continue to follow the rules and be engaged and invested in my learning so I can be a skilled and



knowledgeable welder. I also learned that having experience watching welders will help me to
understand the dangers and techniques with welding different types of metal. I am excited about

this adventure!



As Camden Soucy s 4th grade teacher. [ have truly enjoyed having him in my classroom and

watching him grow into a fun, helpful. and dedicated student. Camden is hard-working and takes
pride in putting forth his best effort in everything he does. He is always willing to lend a hand to
classmates and brings a positive energy that makes our classroom a better place. What stands out

o4

most is his excitement for his future as a welder. he is already eager to learn more and continues
to build his knowledge and skills whenever he can. Camden’s strong work ethic. curiosity, and

determination will no doubt help him succeed as he pursues his goals. I am confident he hasa

bright and successful future ahead of him.

Best regards.

Mrs. Marie Conarroe



Future of St. John Valley Aspirations Schol

Name: LAUWT 9y n i/ 1' ‘(’O Y Today’s date pr} 2, 22006 B
Mailing Address: 0 7 N\ 0‘ i\ / 3t

Your city/town: St A C\O“Hr d, M E Zip Code: QW77 A
Parent(s) or guardian’s name(s)? D 0\ ﬂ'} Q | \ c R QV

What school do you attend? cir(‘i/ €04 . Ue  what grade are you in? _L\

Your teacher’s name (spelled correctly)? M r‘a P \AU\I’- " e Co h(} rf\ 9 (i ’g

How many times have you applied for this scholarship in the past? | How many times have you earned this scholarship?

$100 Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarships will be awarded by community members to grade 3 - 6 students living in communities served by
the schools listed below, and students who best demonstrate effort - effort to do well in school, effort to pursue education beyond high school,
effort to reach their goals, and effort to complete this scholarship application especially well. You are strongly advised to read the “12 Tips™ under
“Informational Resources™ at www.mainecollegecircle.org. If you earn this Aspirations Scholarship, you may also apply for ongoing Ambition
Scholarships through 12th grade. These scholarships give you the opportunity to earn over 55000 or more to help you pursue your aspirations.

Schools: ieats .
Madawaska Elementary School :12?::?3::;]1 ziagr:;zs.
Madawaska Middle High School =

Dr. Levesque Elementary School

Wisdom Middle High School

All applications must be received by April 10, 2026. ALL parts of your application must be completed. Scholarship recipients will be selected and
celebrated shortly after the deadline. Recipients may use their $100 Aspirations Scholarship for educational programs and resources to help them
pursue their aspirations. Submitted applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Review Committee and may also be read by a small group of
prospective scholarship funders.

To the applicant:

Respond to the following prompts on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to put your name on separate sheets of paper and attach them to this application.
Your application may be handwritten or typed. You must also complete the Future of Maine Scholarship Application Expectations Checklist and attach
it to your scholarship application. Scholarship Committees will only consider applications with completed Checklists that are signed by the student and

the teacher.
1. Inexactly 25 words, what is your favorite or least favorite vegetable or fruit and why?
2. And, please respond to the prompt that matches your grade below.

Grade 3: Your Aspirations. What do you enjoy doing today that might make a great career for you in the future? Why do you think it would be a good
career for you? What can you do today to prepare for this career? And, interview a past Future of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school
student about their pathway to and through high school. Write what you leamed from this interview.

Grade 4: Your College* Options. Write about your interests today and aspirations for your future. What carcer or careers might fit your interests
especially well? Given your interests and career aspirations, which college™ or colleges might be especially good for you? And. interview a past Future
of Maine Scholarship recipient or other high school or college™ student about their pathway through high school and to college or other educational
opportunity after high school. Share the most important points of the interview and what you leamed.

Grade 3: Your College* Course. Write about your aspirations, about colleges™ that you think might serve you especially well, and also identify five
college™ or high school courses or activities before college that will help you pursue your goals for the future. How will the courses or activities help
you? And, interview a college* student about their pathway through college™ and to a career and lifestyle that will make them proud.

Grade 6: Your College* Pathway and Beyond. Write about your aspirations. What educational program beyond high school might serve you best as
you pursue your career aspirations? Also interview (or analyze an existing interview of) a person in a field related to a career that interests you. Please
share some of what you learned from that interview, including what you might like or dislike about that carcer. (Maine College Circle will provide a link
to existing interviews il you are not able to set up your own.)



2026

Future of $t. John Valley

Aspirations Scholarship

To the applicant:
Please assess your level of effort in school and on this application. 1 = Your level of effort is minimal. 3 = Adequate. 7 = Your
work shows your highest level of effort possible. Please circle one number in each category.

Effort in school: 1 2 3 4 5 6 D
Effort on this application: 1 2 3 45 6 (7)

To the teacher:
Please assess this student’s level of effort in school and on this application. I = Low. 7= Outstanding. Please circle one number in each
category.

Effort in school: |

3
Effort on this application: 1 3

[ S ]

s 50 7

Optional: If you (teacher) wish to write additional comments in support of your student and his or her application for this scholarship,
please feel free to do so below or on a separate sheet of paper. That will be hel pful, but is not required. Completed Expectations
Checklists are required, must be completed by the student with the teacher s help if needed, and must be signed by the student and the
teacher and attached to the application.

To the parent or other adult mentor:
Please add comments to support this student’s effort and aspirations for the future, below or on a separate sheet of paper.

LI(LLHJ n has 9 Siblings L\ of e Being Qirl S Thaae oy

SisteS are you G2 O han e DN TOVES OArESS Yam P, Clo ey

l'\f-*w" ord find  newo haivs VO O e, She's alwdu )’ (B '{L]'J'lf-' Lot (
oY QS u,x-"e_i.l. She's a L_],-f-"fc'f 'w SiSer. She :

ks |
(N t._i.-i ¥ f"t_-._-(S

* Maine College Circle defines “college” as one-, two-, and four-year colleges and universities, trade colleges, and other career-
specific educational programs after high school.

‘SUeMIL oA I ,
TEEY L'L"\'{i‘ Ny AN Wel |,



Expectations Checklist

Future of Maine Aspirations Scholarship, 2026
To be completed by the student

D/i have written my name (including my last name), my address, my school, my grade,
my teacher, and the date.

EZI | even spelled my teacher’s name correctly.

@l[ have written my 25 word response that is exactly 25 words long.

My spelling on this whole application is perfect ... (choose one)
Qﬁ am quite sure.

OJ1 think.
11 am not sure.

L@&Ay grammar and punctuation are pretty good also. | begin sentences with a capital letter. | end
sentences with a period or some other appropriate punctuation. | even capitalize “I” every time |
write the pronoun “.”

Choose ﬂ‘e.
| am very proud of the effort | put into this application.

[J 1 worked fairly hard on this application.
[J1 didn’t do as well as | could have on this application because

@i have rated my effort in school and on this application at the top of page 2.

? My teacher has rated my effort in school and on this application on page 2.

]I have included comments from a parent or some other adult who knows me well and supports
my aspirations for the future.

| have a fun and engaging first sentence.

21 have provided some details about my interests that hopefully show that | know something
about my interest.

| have made an effort to write this in a way and with a voice that is fun to read and helps the
reader know more about me.



Grade 3

L11 have written about my aspirations for my future.

[J1 have explained why | think it would be a good career and lifestyle for me and why it would
make me proud.

U1 have interviewed a high school student and have written a little about what | learned.

Grade 4
J have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

I have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me and have
explained why | think they would be good for me.

I have interviewed a high school or college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 5

(11 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[11 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

L1 have identified five high school or college courses or activities that will help me pursue my
aspirations and have explained how they would help me.

C11 have interviewed a college student and have written about what | learned.

Grade 6

U1 have written about my aspirations for my future and why | think it would be a good career and
lifestyle for me.

[J1 have identified one or several colleges that | think would be especially good for me.

[J1 have identified five high school or college courses that will help me pursue my aspirations and
have explained how they would help me.
[J1 have interviewed a professional and have written about what | learned.

Signed: Student [/-Ok \‘-l r\/,)/)

woke N CONOs Rt




ON E D OZ EN TI ps FOR WRITING A GREAT ASPIRATIONS

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY
From Bob Stuart (The same advice I give to high school seniors applying to college.)
bstuart@mainecollegecircle.org

1. EFFORT is what matters most. You don’t have to be smart to make an extra effort. Making

an extra EFFORT to research your college and carcer options, and to write an essay you are
proud of, will greatly improve your chances of earning a scholarship.

2. Be sure to complete ALL parts of your essay. Identify a college or colleges of interest and
courses, when required. Assess your effort on page 2. Make sure your teacher does that too.
Make sure a parent or guardian or another adult who knows you well writes some comments
about you. Make sure you have done whatever interview is required. These can be in-person
interviews or online interviews or an interview you found on the internet. In-person interviews
are usually best, but they may be hard to set up. If you need help with this, ask your teacher. You
can find interviews by clicking on “Connections” at www.mainecollegecircle.org.

3. Spell (Tol]ege correctly. Spell all words right. If you spell some words wrong in your essay,
especially college, you are probably toast! Very good grammar and punctuation are very smart.
This will all show extra EFFORT. Proof your work. Proof it again. Get others to proof it. If you
spel allot of werds rong, it does’nt luck two good.

4. [ncluding additional schoolwork or other information that supports your message is always a
good idea. It shows extra EFFORT. Doing a little more than is asked of you will always serve
you well.

5. bon't be boring! Make your essay FUN to read. Have fun writing it. DIFFERENT is good!
Don't worry about being the only student to write an essay about a certain interest. Be
courageous. | know that when scholarship committees read a lot of essays from one class and
they all start with the same sentence and they follow the same format the scholarship committee
usually isn’t happy. The boy who wrote an essay about his true desire to save dugongs won a
scholarship.

6. Small DETAILS make a big difference. They often demonstrate that you know what you are
writing about. If you wanted to become an automotive mechanic, you could mention 20 parts of a
car that you know. If you wanted to become the next Taylor Swift and you listed your ten favorite
songs by her, those small details might make the scholarship committee want to give youa
scholarship so much that they just wouldn’t be able to Shake It Off.

7 . There is no need to be fancy or use big words. True, honest, heartfelt, and YOU is better than
any fancy word or idea. Simplicity and clarity can work very well.

8. A GREAT FIRST SENTENCE is a great idea — something fun, something that engages the
reader right from the start, something that makes the reader want to read the essay. But, make sure
the first sentence actually connects to the rest of the essay. The reader should want to get more
information from the rest of the essay to clarify the first, fun, short, engaging sentence. You may
need to spend a lot of time and EFFORT just on the first sentence. “Freeze!” might be a good
first sentence for an essay by someone who wants to become a policeman or a detective, or maybe
a refrigerator repairman.

9. The LAST SENTENCE should lead the reader off the page. beyond the essay, and into the
future. The last sentence should remind the reader of what he or she just read and then help the
reader see how you will have a positive impact on the future. The last sentence really matters

because il is the last thing the reader is likely to remember. You want to end on a high note and




headed uphill and into the future. You may need to spend a lot of time and EFFORT just on the
last sentence.

10. Unless you have a very cool name, DON'T begin your essay telling us your name and what
grade and school you are in. We already know that, and it is a kind of boring start. (See #8.)

11. Weare hoping to hear your VOICE. Scholarship committees spend a lot of time talking
about VOICE. They can hear your VOICE when you tell stories about yourself and you share
how you personally feel about something and you use your own language. Your writing style can
be much closer to how you would talk with your friends than a dictionary or a thesaurus or how
your parents might talk or what you might read in some fancy magazine.

12. Except for a few of you who are aspiring rappers, most of you have a last name. If you just
put your first name and not your last name at the top of your application and your essay isn’t

about becoming a rapper, we think you didn’t try very hard and you didn’t care much. We care
about EFFORT.



